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In times of the pandemic, humankind faces
a global crisis. The Euro-Mediterranean area
is no exception to this. Looking back at devel-
opments in the region only during the past 15
years, one is tempted to think that countries
and citizens around the Mediterranean were
marked by a succession of various crises: a
“RERGMEP ERH WYFWIUYIRX]
ing from 2007, waves of Arab Uprisings start-
ing in 2011, which have not brought about the
EHZERGI SJ HIQSGVEG] E WYH
migration movements towards Europe from
2015, the threat of international terrorism,
the rise of populism and nationalist resent -
ments in various EU member states and, most
recently, COVID-19 with expected long-term
societal impacts. But there is more to it.

The 25" anniversary of the Barcelona Pro-
cess some months ago presented a timely
moment to assess the past and to explore
new opportunities for stronger bonds
between both shores of the Mediterranean
on all levels of society. In an era of globali-
sation, we are ever more interconnected
— for the best and for the worst. Multiple
challenges arising from crises often do not
stop where national borders or continents
do. Crises also bear an opportunity, if not an
imperative, to adjust our course of action.
Current decisions will shape the region for
years to come, not only its national health-
care systems, but also the economies,
politics and culture of the Mediterranean
countries. How can the Euro-Mediterranean
agenda be adapted to this new reality, once

the storm has passed?

8LI TVIWIRX 6ITSVX "%
Creating Euro-Mediterranean bonds that
deliver” brings together analyses by experts
and testimonies by those who are engaged
in the creation of such bonds through differ -
ent professional domains. Its aim is to high -
light best practices and provide new ideas

Ml EbP aHclolRs{ructiveVantMwwiry-&igistétiHeuro-

Mediterranean relationship in a post-COVID
era. The initiative stems from the conviction of

WHeJNeer % stveviyttkeh tbRaboration between
the EU and its Mediterranean neighbours. Even
more so, during and in the aftermath of the
pandemic, we have to create and foster plat-
forms for dialogue and joint action.

More than a mere stocktaking exercise, this
initiative should foster further exchanges
around “Euro-Mediterranean bonds that
deliver”. The current pandemic is an opportu-
nity to relaunch relations between the EU and
its Mediterranean neighbours, emphasising
the existing potential for a more inclusive,
prosperous and positive future. Drafted dur-
ing the 25" anniversary year of the Barcelona
Declaration, this Report aims to stir debate
F] TVSZMHMRK VI%IGXMSRW
go beyond the moment of commemoration.
The Report is a joint endeavour by CIDOB —
Barcelona Centre for International Affairs,
Elcano Royal Institute and Friedrich Naumann
Foundation Madrid — a partnership between
XLl X[S QSWX MRZYIRXMEP 71
think tanks and a German political foundation
devoted to political education and dialogue
worldwide, and since December 2019 also from
MXW 1IHMXIVVERIER (MEPSKY!

We wish you an inspiring read and invite you to join our Euro-Mediterranean e:bate.
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OVERVIEW—>

WHY DOES THE
MEDITERRANEAN
MATTER?

The Mediterranean is a bridge and a ditch,
a sea of encounter between civilisations
and, at the same time, a frontier that sepa-
rates very different realities. Nowadays, the
Mediterranean is a compendium of almost all
the major issues with which the international
community is faced. Notable and growing
demographic and economic imbalances
between its northern and southern shores,
GSQFMRIH [MXL WSGMSTSPMXMGEP GSR!
causing a multiplicity of dynamics, several
of which represent threats to the security
and prosperity of people living around the
Mediterranean basin and beyond.

The Mediterranean region has been under
going an intense transformation since 2011,
MR TEVX EW E GSRWIUYIRGI| SJ XLI ERXM
tarian revolts, known as the “Arab Uprisings”
SV "%WVEF 7TVMRK% XLEX LEZI EJJIGXIH
countries in the region. This process will
most probably accelerate as a result of the
multiple crises caused by the COVID-19 pan
demic. Its socio-economic impact is being
felt across the Mediterranean region. It can-
not be ruled out that, in the not too distant
future, the crises provoked by the pandemic
will bring about changes in the form of
social upheavals, violence or the collapse of
state services and institutions.

The trend with regard to the Mediterranean,
when it comes to peace and stability, is
not promising. In early 2011, there were no
failed states in the southern Mediterranean.
Ten years later, there were already two failed
states, devastated by civil wars fuelled from
EFVSEH 7]VME ERH OMF]E [LMPI SXLIV
were increasingly subject to tensions, owing

07 2. Three scenarios for the Euro-Mediterranean region: key players andrfiés



XS XLI HMWGSRRIGX FIX[IIHR
WXEXIW ERH XLIMV HMWY
OIFERSR ERH %PKIVME EQ

new international context, marked by the
global emergency caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, may be an aggravating factor
for existing problems and a multiplier of

GSR%2MGXW EVSYRH XLI
could also generate new opportunities for
collaboration and inclusive development, if
the proper policies and approaches are put
in place and upheld.

The Mediterranean is one of the areas in
[LMGL XLI )YVSTIER 9RMSR
the most effort and in which it has devoted
a great deal of creativity and imagination
to rethink the frameworks of cooperation.
When the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership

)14 [EW PEYRGLIH MR
main objectives stated in the Barcelona
Declaration were to establish “a common
area of peace, stability and shared prosper-
ity”, to put in place a “Euro-Mediterranean
free trade area” by 2010, to work towards the
“strengthening of democracy and respect
for human rights”, and to develop a “Euro-
Mediterranean partnership for greater
understanding and closeness between
TISTPIW% 8[IRX] %ZI
those objectives has been achieved. Netr
XLIV XLI WYFWIUYIRX )YV-S
LSSH 4SPMG] )24
1IHMXIVVERIER 9J1
EGLMIZIQIRX SJ XLSWI
cant way.

LEZI
SFNI

J1IEVW

RSV XLI

R X hd Buxferitl Rdi#na MitURtXN is worse, at
V EaXidlisMexdl$] thaV iBvEaMinX 95 Wiew con
SRK GXWIVYRBZI
not been resolved; the region has multiplied
the number of refugees and internally dis-
TPEGIH TISTPI
rims, and even inside each of the countries,

11 H Nha¢e\heréaRddE \With féwrexcelgti®ns, respect

for human rights and political freedoms
has receded in most southern and eastern
Mediterranean countries; and illiberal trends
have also shored up in the EU. Despite major
progress in transportation and connectivity,
the emotional gap between Europe and its
neighbours has been widened. Considering
the goals stated then in the Barcelona Dec-
laration, it is undeniable that the EU and its
southern and eastern Mediterranean part-
ners have not been successful in transform -
ing the region in a positive way. That failure
has generated a profound feeling of fatigue
and even frustration.

If the EU wants to see a course correc
tion in its relations with the southern and
eastern Mediterranean, it should start by
acknowledging that the good intentions
of the initial plan have not been matched
F] TSPMXMGEP [MPP SV X
meénts LEeWMainy Blelcontext in which Euro-
Mediterranean relations have developed
has been anything but helpful: the collapse
of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process;
acute geopolitical tensions among Middle
\WeSterh r&glonl powers, as well as between
the EU and re-emerged global actors such
as Russia; Trump’s incendiary policies and
discourses; and the concatenation of global
and European crises, ranging from the 2008
“RERGMEP GVMWMW XS &VI
yet, alluding to this hostile context should
not prevent the advocates of stronger and
wider Euro-Mediterranean relations to criti-
cally reassess the priorities and tools to
iteBtfy WhatRhadRfhileklJand the extent to
which alternative pathways can be explored.

TIER 2IMKLFSYV
AR d/dB tRe M&@N/reasans behind the incon-
Eslt2ricirGdrtd |aXk of coherence between
G diddatitsas Ml (Eolivy Muddomies: is to be
found in a widespread and oversimplifying

BLIVKIH ERH Xl

MRIUYEPMXM

.1 SPH SRIW

IW FIX[IIR XL

LI EHIUYEXI

\MX ERH "3:-




OVERVIEW—>

idea. For decades, the EU has been trapped
in what it perceived as a “dilemma between
values and interests”: if it wanted to be true to
its values, it would have to press for genuine
democratic reform, but if it tried to defend
its immediate interests, it would have to
maintain friendly relations with autocracies.
However, for many years now, the problem
SJ XLI HIY“RMXMSR SJ MRXI
a false dichotomy between security and
democratisation in Europe’s Mediterranean
neighbourhood. Needless to say, non-demo-
cratic regimes are comfortable with that
dichotomy and actively promote it.

In short, while the EU presented itself as
a “transformative power” in the southern
neighbourhood and its partners in the region
agreed in principle with the transforma -
tive agenda in 1995, policies supporting the
“authoritarian stability” paradigm have con -
tributed decisively to strengthening actors
XLEX JEZSYVIH XLI WXEXYW
a deteriorated form of stability, to a lack of
IGSRSQMG TVSKVIWW XS VM
social unrest and to the instrumentalisation
of identity and fear politics to hide the inabil -
ity to respond to the demands and needs of
the citizenry in the region.

WHERE A

WE NOW?

VIWXW LEW KIRIVEXIH

Global factors, but also changes in Europe
and the Mediterranean, will have a major
impact on the possibilities to breathe new
life into Euro-Mediterranean relations. The
launch of the Barcelona Process, back in
1995, mirrored a moment of enthusiasm for
globalisation, a need to rebalance Europe’s
international priorities and the much-awaited
hope for peace in the Middle East after the
signature of the Oslo Accords. Likewise,
we should understand the extent to which
the current context may enable or hamper
attempts to promote a more powerful
diyh8micvePdallaxdrddivv ife this r¥gson, and
how it may shape the agenda in the years to

WwebhieK MRIUYEPMXMIW ERH

Globally, multilateralism has been openly
contested. The UN turned 75 years old at the
QSQIRX [LIR XLI WXMPP YVW
97 IVSHIH MXW GSQQMXQIR
LEH GSRXVMFYXIH XS JSVK
President Donald Trump, the multilateral
victims were piling up: the Paris Agreement
on climate change, the withdrawal from
92)7'3 ERH XLI RYGPIEV
[MXL -VER .'43% XLl IRH
UNRWA (the agency in charge of Palestinian
VIJYKIIW ERH XLI ;SVPH ,IE

7,3 8LI RI[ 97 4VIWMHIRX
LEW UYMGOP] GLERKIH XLI
despite the deepening fault lines in American
society and politics. The EU also remains a
staunch advocate of multilateralism and
tries to explore alliances with countries and
regional organisations to preserve it. Doubts
persist about the capacity of these restora -
tion efforts to revert the existing tendencies.
Meanwhile, the palpable multipolar nature of
the internal system is coupled with a more
assertive — albeit aggressive — attitude by

RE

X KPSFEP TS
X XS XLI WIW
I 9RHIV JSV!

EKVIIQIRX
SJ JYRHMRK

PXL 3VKERM*”
.S1 &MHIR
GSYVWI SJ E

emerging global and regional powers.
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OVERVIEW—>

In light of the mushrooming tensions
across the globe for the control of strate -
KMG XIVVMXSVMIW MX MW
that old-style geopolitics is back. A more
fragmented, but also increasingly inter-
connected and interdependent world, is in
the making. The spread of the COVID-19
pandemic and the global reach of its social
ERH IGSRSQMG GSRWIUYIR
a harsh reality check, amplifying many
existing problems, among which multidi -

recovery fund is largely seen as an acknow}
edgement that lessons have been drawn

Hier/iBe f4ilu@et BfNhR ManaGentedi UfGhe
previous shocks.

The EU’s ambition to engage its southern
neighbourhood in major transformational
projects was manifested in the Joint Com -

GriicdtiénZ FRéneMRd  Partnership  with

XLl 7SYXLIVR 2IMKLFSYVL

in February 2021 by the High Representa

QIRWMSREP MRIUYEPMXM I Wtive MG GELrop&anRCGbhivnission. This

KIRIVEXMSREP
that feels more vulnerable is, nonetheless,
one that is increasingly aware of the major
systemic challenges that it will have to face
— climate change, decarbonisation, digital-
MWEXMSR ¢« ERH XLEX QSW

EQSRK SXLIpglity doSumdnt/foduis&dPan five priority

areas: human development, good gover
nance and the rule of law; digitalisation;
peace and security; migration and mobility;
and the green transition linked to climate
Xessiénck,L ¢qergy | &hd Mhe | environment.

MRXIVREXMSREP GSSTIVEXM S3Is c8mds i K ltikie BvKen WhBrgVaXe calls

the pandemic is one among many other
topics on which world leaders will have to
choose between collaboration or compe -
tition. Euro-Mediterranean relations are
essentially a multilateral project which can -
not but suffer if multilateralism is further

eroded, if competition prevails over coop-
erative impulses and if this region becomes
the object of regional or global geopolitical
designs that are completely disconnected
from people’s needs and demands.

The EU, the main driving force of the
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, has been
struggling with overlapping crises for more
than a decade that include, among others,
XLI HMVI 1JJIGXW SJ XLI KPS
which widened the gap between northern
and southern countries and between credi-
tors and debtors; the rise of Eurosceptic
movements, which have attacked the EU
institutions, but have also resorted to an
illiberal, nationalist and Islamophobic
VLIXSVMG XLI TVSPMJIVEX
southern and eastern neighbours, leading
to increased migratory pressure towards
Europe; the traumatic experience of UK’s
exit from the EU; and increasingly visible
differences among member states on key
foreign policy issues. Once more, COVID-19
EQTPMYIW XLI VIPIZERGI S
but, on the other side, the ambition of the EU

for a more geopolitical Europe that would
seek greater strategic autonomy. However,
the EU’s Communication refers to “a new
agenda for the Mediterranean”, but without
making it explicit how the EU plans to pro-
mote reforms in neighbouring countries, in
terms of the incentives it is ready to offer
or the risks that it is prepared to endure in
order to help transform its southern neigh -
bourhood.

10 A moment to reflect: Creating Euro-Mediterranean bonds that deliver
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OVERVIEW—>

The Mediterranean is far from being part of
a ring of prosperous, stable, well-governed
and friendly countries, as intended by the
European Neighbourhood Policy back in
2004. Quite the opposite. The causes of
social unrest that led in 2011 — and again
in 2019 — to mass protests in several Arab
countries have not been addressed. Persis-
tent levels of youth unemployment, gender
and territorial gaps, day-to-day corruption,
impunity, human rights violations, dys-
JYRGXMSREP MRWXMXYXMSHE
services are contributing to fuelling despair
and social unrest.

The region has also witnessed the prolif-
IVEXMSR SJ RI[ GSRMGXW
among them and making their resolution
IZIR QSVI HM¥%GYPX 8LI GS
well known: millions of internally displaced
people and refugees, damaged infrastruc-
tures and brutalised generations. These
new foci of instability are added to the very
SPH GSR»“MGXW [MXL XLI
at the pinnacle and its two-state solution
EX VMWO SJ FIGSQMRK E
Despite this depressing state of affairs, the
societies of the region have proven not only
their resilience, but also their political matu -
rity, courage, dynamism and creativity, also
when facing the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic. What is less evident is the extent
to which decision makers in the region are
realising the costs of inaction and the need
to offer a perspective of change.

RW ERH HI“GMIRX TYFPMG
Even if the risks are apparent, the future of
this region and of its relations with Europe
is not predetermined. Alternative futures
are imaginable and, whilst conditioned by
& BuxdeRsavh® Kistdrw aiiXbyl Ri&gatrends
that are unlikely to be reverted in the short
Rruvi | today R &ctivvis BrMdactions will lead us
to one or another scenario. Assuming that
change is possible, and that actions taken
from now on could steer the region towards
HMWXMRGX JYXYVIW MW XLI
décigian makers BRI StakeloRI8t<ELR come
to act together to avoid those scenarios that
H whildPrising EneiMrierdsi&SaxidavaliRes, and to
plant the seeds of a brighter future.

The point of departure of this Report,
ERH SJ XLI GSPPIGXMZI
behind it, is that we are at a critical juncture,
due among others to the coincidence of
the 30" anniversary of the Madrid Confer-
ence for peace in the Middle East, the 23"
anniversary of the Barcelona Process, the
10™ anniversary of the Arab Uprisings and
the dire effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in
both rims of the Mediterranean. Three main
alternative futures can be envisaged, if we
XEOI XLI UYEPMX] ERH REX
between the countries of the Euro-Mediter-
ranean space as the main variable of change.
This Report is not neutral, but explicitly aims
at shedding light on the advantages of one of
them, and to offer some actionable ideas on
how to increase its chances of coming into
being.

The preferred scenario is the one we have
called “bonds that deliver”. This alludes to
a future in which relations between states

11 2. Three scenarios for the Euro-Mediterranean region: key players andrgies
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and societies around the Mediterranean
EVI QSVI MRXIRWI XLER XSH
trade, investment, tourism, mobility, edu-
GEXMSREP I\GLERKIW
cultural expressions. These stronger bonds
[SYPH RSX SRP] FIRI%"X FSX
of economic prosperity, innovation capacity,
attractiveness to global investors and social
cohesion, they would also create a situation
of interdependence that buffers the risk of
GSR»“MGX FIGEYWI MXW GSW,
What is more, people-to-people exchanges,
hybrid cultural referents and better condi-
tions for mobility would start to create a
certain feeling of kinship that is perfectly
compatible with other identities.

8LI MRXIRWMY“GEXMSR SJ X
not be a product of one isolated decision or
the deliverable of a major international sum -
mit. It would rather be the result of many
actions, initiatives and programmes, some
initiated by the states themselves and supra-
national organisations, and others promoted
by the civil society, the economic agents
and leading individuals. The realisation that
some of the challenges that the region is
facing — such as environmental degradation
or the post-pandemic economic and social
reconstruction — could not be dealt with but
collectively would be instrumental in chang -
ing the mindset. The realisation of the risks of
failing to do so, and evidence-based studies
SJ XLI FIRIY2XW SJ GSSTIVEX
empower forward-looking and reformist
leaderships, as well as a persistent pressure
from below that advocates for strengthening
Euro-Mediterranean bonds.

However, it would also be possible to
imagine a future of increased disconnect
between both rims of the Mediterranean. We
will refer to this second scenario as one of
“looser bonds”. As a result of the impossi-
bility of dealing with too many crises at the
same time, the countries and societies of
Europe and the Mediterranean might adopt
an introspective mood. Inward-looking atti -
tudes might prevail across the board, partly
because governments and institutions would

have dealt poorly with yesterday'’s crises and

would fail to anticipate the ones to come.
EBvevi Robelsb, ik the EEW inggration process
suffers from internal blockages or a lack of

1 S[W leslarship ldnEambitBiR H

L Iw khid 194CcoNidR soeh&ri@Q, Whe emotional
gap between European societies and their
Mediterranean counterparts would pro -
gressively widen, particularly in a context
in which borders are less permeable and

XbddhNreldivnd/ XYook RaE &xXt&akesli@nalP pow -
IVW 97 'LMRE -RHME 6Y
+YPJ GSYRXVMIW JSV TEV
while turning their backs on their closest
neighbours. As a result, the Union for
the Mediterranean and other regional
cooperation endeavours would become

L inbreagihBliE Xrisle/&WV FaBed RaHe mpts by
individual leaders to revamp this collabora-
tion, without the necessary resources and
allies to back them, would have contributed
to the Mediterranean fatigue, firstly, and
then to some sort of Mediterranean amne -
sia in which the goals to turn this region
into a space of peace and shared prosper-
ity are no longer invoked.

8LI TVIZMSYW WGIREVMS-

aging, but it could be worse. We will refer
to the scenario of the “too tight bonds” as
one in which states and societies do look
at each other and care about political and
social developments in the other rim, but the
MedalRord Wolld BeXin@ &asifgly hostile and
WIGYVMXMWIH 7IIR JVSQ )
would be portrayed almost exclusively as
a container of threats, a space condemned
to backwardness, violence and fanaticism.
Turkey and the EU could be constantly clash
ing, and they would no longer see each other
as partners or allies, but rather as permanent

ERH HERKIVSYW VMZEPW
TIVWMWX JVSAIR GSR¥»“MGX
and new ones would have been added to the
list. Inter-Arab cooperation and solidarity
would remain anillusion and the complicated
game of alliances and counter-alliances in
the Middle East would almost be impossible
to apprehend, with some European states
fully embedded in that game.

WWME ERH
XRIVW ERH

(
\

MW UYMXI H
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In this third scenario, Europe could have
seen the consolidation of radical right-wing
movements. European countries could no
longer give lessons, as their record on human
rights and civil liberties would have deterio -
rated. Not that the southern Mediterranean
governments pretend to do better; they just
would not care. Impunity might prevail in a
GSRXI\X MR [LMGL WYVZIM
and fear politics consolidate authoritarian
and regressive forces across the region and
beyond, particularly as a response to new
waves of region-wide protests that would
involve violent repression. Migration and asy-
lum policies would be more restrictive and,
MR )YVSTI -WPEQSTLSFMG
acts would be on the rise. In return, south-
ern Mediterranean societies might perceive
their European counterparts as decadent,
arrogant and unfriendly. All in all, security,
terrorism, energy and border control would
be the only topics that could still bring some
countries to cooperate in a strictly transac -
XMSREP JSVQ ERH SJXIR MR

PPERGI XIGLRMUYIW
If the EU and its partners want to relaunch
Euro-Mediterranean cooperation and integra-
tion, they will have to fundamentally revise the
approach they have used so far. The diagnosis
of regional problems will have to be adjusted to
the realities, not to short-term calculations. The
ER Hnd BSRpanthers Irquist ¥skérto the people
of the southern Mediterranean countries who
are calling for good governance, representative
systems and functioning states. The EU will
LEZI XS VI%IGX YTSR MXW ZM
its neighbourhood to look like, the ideal sce-
nario still being that of a ring of well-governed,
prosperous, friendly and stable countries. But
Z ho\W} &m EHis Yoe \edhieeh Rvkaf’ unfolding
developments point in the opposite direction?
How can this trend be reverted? The EU should
assess whether current policies contribute to
getting closer to this goal. Its partners in the
south should also engage in the discussion
SR [LIXLIV XLI WXEXYW UYS M
risk of facing new waves of social and politi -
cal unrest if there is no prospect of change.
If the EU and its partners choose to do “more
of the same”, to continue on “autopilot” or to
implement only “cosmetic changes”, then we
cannot expect results different from those
obtained after 25 years of Euro-Mediterranean
initiatives. It is not that the situation will remain
stable, but rather that it will most probably
deteriorate, following the continuing trend of
XLl TEWX UYEVXIV SJ E GIRXY

Guaranteeing peace and security in the
1IHMXIV VERIER VIKMSR [MPP
merely the traditional “hard security” approach
that focuses on the development of military
instruments and defence cooperation. The
EU’s own integration process shows that, in
order to build an area of peace and security,
XLIVI

ciliation between former warring neighbours,

EVI EX PIEWX XLVII TV-YV

WMSR SJ [LEX

W WYWXEMRE
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RSVQEPMWEXMSR SJ VIPE X M&RiWfranéan] cbBmepBlitanisinl The region

GSYRXVMIW MRZSPZIH ERH
of borders. The EU has the potential leverage
to push for such dynamics in its immediate
southern neighbourhood. However, it has
shown very limited — if not a non-existent
— political will to coordinate its policies and
to show unity in its response to challenges
affecting its core interests. One domain where
this has been more evident than elsewhere is
the promotion of good governance, the rule
of law and the respect of human rights. As
long as the EU'’s rhetoric is not matched with
GSRGVIXI
states continue to send messages and imple -
ment actions that contradict those goals, the
impact will be limited at best.

European institutions, governments and
societies are engaged in major transforma -
tional projects related to the European Green
Deal and the digital agenda. If partners in the
southern and eastern Mediterranean are also
EFPI XS FIRIYX JVSQ XLSWI
line with what is proposed in the Joint Com -
munication on the southern neighbourhood,
this could induce positive change in boost-
ing the post-pandemic economic recovery,
while advancing the transition towards a
more sustainable future by preserving the
environment and natural resources. Aiming
for sustainable economic development and
innovation is particularly relevant, given that
the Mediterranean is already a major hotspot
of climate change, with implications for
all riparian countries in the years to come.
For positive change to happen, all partners
around the Mediterranean will need to take a
leap in terms of investing in knowledge devel-
opment and the creation of opportunities
through enhanced economic collaboration.
8LEX [SYPH VIUYMVI
towards expanding entrepreneurship and
women’s advancement, investing in and
engaging with youth, as well as promoting
free and fair trade across the Mediterranean
and with other regions.

Cities were and are the nodes connecting
this region, the gates to their respective
countries, the best examples of millennia-old

EGXMSRW MR XLSW I denie tihws, Bitia Gsk@FPohly increasing.

E VIZSP

&y KapidyPbeehGB Eset XA ® tRis implies
many challenges that individual local admin -
istrations cannot tackle alone. In this context,

a new challenge has been added: whereas
digitalisation and decarbonisation have been
boosted by COVID-19, international mobility
LEW WMKRM¥%“MGERXP] HIGVIE
key economic sectors in the Mediterranean
such as tourism and international events. The
QSYRXMRK MRIUYEPMXMIW M
between cities and peripheral regions — have
fuelled social unrest in the past. In post-pan-

On a more positive note, Mediterranean
cities have also been looking at each other
to emulate the best possible policies to
face the pandemic and other crises, and
have shown a willingness to collaborate
that is often missing at the interstate level.

In 2020, natural and man-made disasters
also hit iconic Mediterranean cities such as
VEIRMW YXVBREN MSRMWYV MR M KKV
solidarity and cooperation. Historically, cities

GSRGIRXVEXlI E WMKRMY“GER
innovation, research and cultural creation
and, thus, are called to be not only the stage
but also the actors to bring societies from
both shores of the Mediterranean closer to
each other.

In the last decade, the Mediterranean
VIKMSR LEW WIIR E WMKRM
migrants, refugees and internally displaced
people. This triggers societal tensions, but
also movements of solidarity. The Mediter -
ranean has always been crossed in all direc
tions by people seeking a safe shelter from
aggressions, by entrepreneurs that aim at
increasing their economic horizons and by

YWOME R BEedrchihd Tor S\EVvG bpportunities.
Nevertheless, international migration has
become a politically loaded issue, legal path-
ways have proven ineffective and smugglers

WIH

XLYW E

R GMXMIW

MRK E REXY\

X TEVX SJ E

“WGERX MRG)

ERH GVMQMREP RIX[SVOW LEZI TVSYiXIH J

desperation of individuals and families, both
in and outside the EU.

Global, regional and national attempts have
JEMPIH WS JEV XS EHIUYEX
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challenges (security, governance, sustainable
development, territorial and social cohesion,
promoting opportunities for all and managing
QMKVEXMSR %S[W +SZIVRQIRXW SR FSXL WMHIW
of the Mediterranean have been overwhelmed
by the scale of the multilayered challenges
ERH XLIMV TSPMXMGEP VEQM¥“GEXMSRW ;LMPI XLI
temptation of turning their backs on each
other, looking elsewhere or focusing exclu-
sively on domestic issues may be high — this
is the scenario we have depicted as looser
bonds — geographic proximity and interper -
sonal connections may be strong enough to
avoid these bonds from untying. Therefore,
XLI OlI] UYIWXMSR MW LS[ GER XLIWI FSRHW FI
made to deliver?
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The future agenda with
Euro-Mediterranean
testimonials

16 A moment to reflect: Creating Euro-Mediterranean bonds that deliver



3.1.
Political bonds

SB[IRX] Y4Z1 JIEVW
Euro-Mediterranean
cooperation:
Political stocktaking in
an adverse context

By
Miguel Hernando de Larramendi,
Chair of Arab and Islamic Studies
EX XLI 9RMZIVWMX] SJ 'EWXMPP]
1IQFIV SJ XLI 7TGMIRXM¥G 'S
Elcano Royal Institute
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The diagnosis that prompted the launch of
the Barcelona Process in 1995 is still valid,
but not the instruments designed to boost
regional cooperation and reduce the gaps
between the two shores of the Mediter-
ranean. European stability as a whole, and
not only that of the southern European
countries, is linked to the development of
the southern and eastern Mediterranean
and the creation of an “area of peace,
shared prosperity, and social and cultural
exchanges”.

For the past 25 years, the Euro-Mediter
ranean project’s approach has struggled
to adapt to a changing international and
regional context. From the outset, it had to
deal with crises caused by the contamina-
tion of frozen conflicts (Palestine/lsrael

approached through comprehensive coop-
eration, including the political and security,
cultural and human, and economic and

ment was to underline the importance of
civil society — albeit in a subordinate posi -
tion — as a key actor in the process.

Despite its limitations, one of the main
achievements of the Barcelona Process has
been the survival of a multilateral framework
in which all countries in the region, including
those at odds with each other, sit and talk.
However, the initial political impetus has
been replaced by the Union for the Mediter-
ranean as a forum for technical meetings
FIX[IIR WIRMSV S%GMEPW [M
JSV TSPMXMGEP MR%“YIRGI

ERH XLI [IWXIVR 7TELEVE -R QSVI VIGIRX
JIEVW RI[ SRIW LEZI FIIR [EHHIH 7]VME
OMF]JE ERH =IQIR KIRIVEXMR G M?Eﬂ]RS 1995 - 2020

interconnected conflicts and forming “con -
flict clusters”.

European policies towards the Mediter-
ranean are conditioned by short-term
GSRXI\XW QEOMRK MX HM3
root causes of instability in the region. After
XLl XIVVSVMWX EXXEGOW S
the EU focus shifted to security, justify-
ing enhanced collaboration with southern
Mediterranean countries that were pre-
sented as “security providers”. From 2008
onwards, the overlapping of crises on both
WLSVIW HYI XS E [MHI EVVE
cial crisis, anti-authoritarian revolts, armed
GSR%MGXW XLI IQIVKIRG}H
ism, migration crises, growing Euroscepti-
GMWQ [IXG VIZIEPIH XLI )
acting as a “crisis manager” in its southern
neighbourhood. The impact of the 2015-
2016 so-called “refugee crisis” in the east-
ern Mediterranean on the internal politics
of EU member states prompted a re-securi-
tised approach.

One of the merits of the Barcelona Process
[EW XS KS FI]SRH
tions, which until then had articulated
the EU’s Mediterranean policy. This was

% RER G M E Ran& Rdd facNtktidn avid Preventing human

. BARCELONA
DPROCESS

#25BCNProcess

#GYPX XS EHHVIWW XLI

J 7TITXIQFIV
The ambitious objectives of the Euro-

Mediterranean Partnership have been
reduced and diluted over time. The complex-
ity of the institutional architecture, the pro -
liferation of initiatives and the overlapping
sflurednivente d\rame & ks of cooperation
have led to the dispersion of efforts, dupli-

S datidrivahd it Mnvés a Xatk of Botierence.

9 .OWe rEhE0D PRI WeAmeligRe balance sheet
of the Barcelona Process is the asymmetry
of interests in the Mediterranean agendas
of southern and northern countries. The
EU prioritises market liberalisation and the
GSRXVSP SJ QMKVEXSV] %S
Mediterranean countries are focused on
gaining unimpeded access to European
markets for their exports, favouring mobility

[W

rights from being on the agenda, which is
perceived as interference.

[LMPI

“RERGMEP HMQIRWMSRW -%RSXLIV TSW
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The EU’s priority has not been to promote
political reform in its southern neighbour -
hood, but to guarantee stability and secu-
rity in the short term. Not surprisingly, the
EU has failed in its attempt at politically
transforming southern countries in terms
of democratisation, human rights and good
KSZIVRERGI
approach has been the loss of attractiveness
of the EU’s proposed governance model in its
immediate geopolitical environment.

Beyond rhetorical declarations, authoritar-
ian regimes were and are often considered
the best guarantors of short-term stabil -
ity. Focusing the priorities of the bilateral
EKIRHE SR XLI GSRXVSP SJ
"VIJYKII GSRXEMRQIRX% ER
terrorism gives a lifeline to regimes that
use their status as “security providers” to
neutralise pressures related to human rights
and democratisation. Clearly, the priorities of
the Euro-Mediterranean process are discon-
nected from the expectations of southern
populations, which have been visible in the
mobilisations that have been sweeping the
region since 2011.

The lack of progress towards good gov-
IVRERGI LEW FIIR VI%IGXIH
progress in regional integration processes
around the Mediterranean. Although the
EU remains the main trading partner of its
Mediterranean neighbours and an important
provider of bilateral aid, there is a growing
presence of other regional and extra-regional
EGXSVW GSQTIXMRK XS MRG
such as Russia, China, Turkey, the Arab Gulf
countries, etc. This is indicative of the dete-
VMSVEXMSR SJ XLI )9..W TS
Euro-Mediterranean region, due mainly to
the incapacity of adopting common posi -
tions, with certain EU members often trying
to advance their own national interests, even
if that means undermining collective efforts.

The depoliticisation of the UfM agenda
contrasts with the repoliticisation of Arab
societies since the 2011 Arab Uprisings,
and their emphasis on the rejection of
authoritarianism. Although protests were

3RI SJ XLI GSRWIMX]RGI VE IS5 \KIMMW XL I

_|

temporarily put on hold due to the pandemic,
XLI 1JJIGXW SJ GSR¥%“RIQIRXY
and the slowdown in economic activity have
accentuated the socioeconomic fragility of
Arab states. The high levels of indebtedness
states are expected to emerge with from the
crisis will condition their budgetary capac -
VSSX
in southern Mediterranean societies, paving
the way for the cycle of protests to continue

if their citizens’ expectations of welfare and
social justice are not met by renewing social
contracts.

Any attempt to relaunch Euro-Mediter-
VERIER GSSTIVEXMSR VIUY
Qf MrioNtEX vhSgrati@& whd counter-ter -
rofismn Witk lotke EgocMRiaXaddress the
root causes of instability. The defence of
the regional cooperation framework must
FI EGGSQTERMIH F] E VI%IG
ways to break with past inertia and avoid
falling into more of the same, addressing
some of the problems of previous initia -
tives. For example, it is necessary to go
beyond short-term concerns and a securi-
tised approach that dilutes other aspects of
collaboration. It is also important to avoid
launching initiatives from the North and
MR IRLXVWHMER® 8% KIX XLI 78
ship of them.

The EU would do well to promote projects
of common interest to address transnational
challenges in areas such as public health, civil
protection, environmental challenges, sustain-

V aEéNVdevelbprivexit &h& digitalRadidn, among
others. Regional cooperation must take into
account the widespread expectations for

P hangeSie soumarivetRe@GdnddrRsoiktles,

which are often shared by social actors from
the northern shore (such as overcoming eco-
nomic imbalances, regional disparities, social
NYWXMGI [IXG LMW IRXEM
catalyst for civil society and youth initiatives,
including credible policies to support mobility
between the two shores.

In order to promote the construction
of a Euro-Mediterranean space, it would
FI FIRIW“WGMEP XS TYX MR 1

V FSVHIV GP

SEYWIW SJ M|

MVIW E VIFE
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approach that pays special attention to civil
WSGMIX]
with new social movements (after identi -
fying and mapping genuine civil society
SVKERMWEXMSRW JYVXLI
and university exchanges at different levels
(students and teachers, joint academic
and training programmes, expanding the
Erasmus Mundus programme, Euro-Arab
I9RMZIVWMX] IXG
extend to work with local NGOs, associa-
tions and decentralised authorities, in order
to make initiatives more inclusive.

Any progress in the construction of a shared
space of peace, stability and prosperity in
XLl 1IHMXIVVERIER VIUYMVI
of democracy, the expansion of freedoms,

-

©Engin Korkmaz/123RF.com

and a reduction of gaps in education and

pandediQ BooMbRIK reddveryX rocesses in
southern Mediterranean countries is crucial to
progress towards this goal. This support must
listen to southern societies and meet their
expectations for socio-economic improve -

'S P P E F S \nhieXt kh8 eemdtiabyybirelakirtg Rith tBe inertia

of an agenda subordinated to security issues
ERH WIRHMRK WMKREPW XLE
and respond to the demands of mobility.

W XLI TVSQSXMSR
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SQEKCN GPVTGRTGPGWT #F
HTQO /QTQEEQ HQEWUGU Q

ITQYVJ KP VJG TGIKQP CPF

VIJCV VQ IOCMG 'WTQ /GF TC

YQTM

[QW PGGF C OKZ QH |

RCTVPGTUJKRU KPUVGCF Ql
CPF [QW PGGF IGPWKPG EQ
CPF VJKPMKPI QH EQOOQP |

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

When former French President
2MGSPEW 7EVOS”™] IR
ching the Mediterranean Union,
Germany wanted to join as well.
7S XLI 1IHMXIVVERIE
ters to nonriparian countries.
To me, the Mediterranean is the
cradle of civilisation. There has
always been a link across the
Mare Nostrum through civilisa-
tion, also regarding transforma-
tive dynamics. The Mediterra-
nean is a whole ecosystem as
well, but its biodiversity is suffer -
ing. The ongoing environmental
decline of the Mediterranean is
RSX WY¥%GMIRXP] LM
we need to make more efforts to
protect it.

Z MW deKdrhl, RHe YERiro-Mediter-

RreBIP tel@b@dEion — dialogue

KtloRsiiKareXexisting Rieteotypes.

2. What is your assessment
of the current state and
the potential of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

ranean relationship should move
from a patronising approach to

SR ER IUYEP PIZIP
partners. This also involves
choosing the right scale of
comparison between the Global
2SVXL ERH XLI +PS
Compare same with same -
for instance, the cities of Lille
*VERGI [MXL %PKM
Barcelona with Alexandria.

Another weakness of the rela-

The Maghreb is often seen as a
region with low-skilled migrants,
emigrating mostly to France,
7TTEMR ERH -XEP] [LM
KISKVETLMGEPP] 7Y
and stereotypes also put a
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strain on our relations, making
HMEPSKYI EX 1]l
a nutshell, to make Euro-Med
relations work, you need a mix
of solid partnerships instead of
patronising, and you need genu
ine collaboration and thinking of
common interests.

ERH EQSRK

3. Where do you see the
main challenges for the
region now and in the

F E Yeary ig goRe?

During the past year, it became
| ¥bhviousF Yhat RGSWD-19 con
cerns everyone alike. Hence, the
access to vaccines and cure is a
primary concern for every coun-
try. Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau underlined the
importance of collaboration in
combatting the virus, pointing

G autBhAL tiePs&lvity\VoK Canada

GdepeRded/ BiE XHd Zstalility of
the world. At the same time,

Pl1ZI

P HM%GY




the COVAX alliance, the global
scheme to provide vaccines for
poorer countries, faces major
challenges such as critical short -
ages in supply, that impede an
IUYEP VSPP SYX SJ Z
the Mediterranean region.

The current situation under-
lines the need to discuss policy
changes from a human per-
spective. Your prosperity does
not mean my lack of prosperity,
and that if we both prosper, it
is of added value for everyone
ranging from sustainability
to inclusion. Therefore, the poli-
cies to be implemented by both
sides must focus on people’s
real needs and tackle issues by
TYXXMRK TISTPI %4VW

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

We need to move from a devel
opment to an empowerment
narrative — empowering people is
Ol] 8LI )9 RIIHW XS T
in its narrative and actions. Most
EU development programmes
have to go through big European
partners to be eligible. In my opin-
ion, the impact on the ground with
this approach is unfortunately
minimal, and foreign staff lacks
the knowledge of local languages
and cultures. Instead, we need to
create systems where everybody
can work together and leverage
VIWSYVGIW XS FI QS
monitor results and hold every-
body accountable — countries
and governments on both sides.
Furthermore, development must
be inclusive. Here, accessibility
and the Internet are real chal
lenges. Development must not
leave anyone behind, either from
VYVEP +IVQER] SV JV{

5. Which of these challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can face
together in the future?

E GAGaAMR IpwlideR WsBoWUIR tar-
KIX MRHMZMHYEPW
instance, create links between
rural  Germany and rural
Morocco, between fast growing
start-ups in Paris and Algiers
or Alexandria, because the
future is human-centred. Policy
developments should follow
this trend. Through these links,
[ GER FI QSVI 1%G
resources, develop systems of
accountability to be more trans -
parent and give people access
and information, especially in

Xan era of disinformation. This
is a challenge for the future
— inclusive data and individu-
als who empower themselves.
Empower them to make their
voices heard and protect if
necessary, because freedom
of speech is not ensured every-
[LIVI )JUYMT XLIQ

YaxdXviays\Wo *daiglox concrete
actions instead of only policy
recommendations — it is by
doing things that we learn more.

6. Can you share a success
story in the region with us?

In 2019/2020, the Moroccan

"IRXIV JSV -RRSZEXM

JRXVITVIRIYVWLMT
Vopdriads M | po§-up store with
Moroccan social entrepreneurs
in Paris. Focusing on sustain-
ability and inclusion, “Mayamin*
featured Moroccan products
aimed at creating a social
impact. On offer were local, nat-
ural or recycled products made
by Moroccan craftsmen. We

5 Qavitéd/ thé° stbré/ td be a place

M

[N

| programinteZ | to Europe.

of discovery, learning, promo-
tion and exchange around social
innovation in Morocco. Through
this concept, we want to change
consumption on a small scale
and offer new consumer expe-

aNeees. S UnbRunatetyS V the

store was only intended for one
month, but the reception of the
concept was impressive with
several French government
S%GMEPW EXXIRHMR
that can easily be scaled up and
replicated elsewhere. We also
WIIO XS JYVXLIV I\T
For
instance, a programme on prob-
lem solving in schools, apply-
ing to Moroccan and German
WXYHIRXW EPMOI -7
vation is what brings us citizens
closer to each other across
the Mediterranean and in both
directions.

As a summary, the vision of
LSTI SJ XLI %VEF 7
that it ignited an environment

VI BfLpo¥stiBtsVwhich was not

foreseeable at the time. Many
[SYPH WE] XLEX XLI
has failed, which | do not agree
with — no system change comes
overnight. The challenge is not
just to keep that spark of hope,
but to sustain it and create ripple
I1JJIGXW XLEX FIRIY,
| believe that the more we can
share ideas, the more we can

SdnieRt Wit &GhNtEd?, and the

K -X MW

ERH 1'-7

S WGEPI

TVMRK [

%VEF 7T

X 1ZI1V]S

mork 'wé& gan create.
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#U C LOWTPCNKUV KP VJG
AQT UGXGTCN FGECFGU
KORTGUUKQP VJCV FGURK"

+

OGGVKPIU VJGTG KU C hPC
e GXGT[QPG VCNMU KP C F
NCPIWCIG CPF GZRGEVU C
TGUWNV m EQPENWFGU &P
S5GPKQT %QTTGURQPFGPV
SRCPKUJ PGYWRZRGT

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

| always took for granted that
the Mediterranean is part of
myself and my idea of Europe. It
was related to childhood mem -
ories and holidays. Later, while
working as a journalist and
particularly because of my first
posting in Beirut, | realised that
the Mediterranean was not only
a holiday destination. It was a
natural border with countries in
XLI 7SYXL ERH XLI
development gap between the
northern and southern shores.
| understood how the sea was
used as a uniting metaphor by
politicians, but for me it was
rather keeping us apart. In
recent years, and particularly
since the Arab Uprisings, | fear

that this gap has become big-
ger. For me, the Mediterranean
has lost its initial idyllic mean -
ing and has become a mirror of
our own problems.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

Although geographical prox-
imity gives us a chance to
understand each other, there
has been much talk and little
Iprpgrégs Eom W&h Esides. We
need a common framework to
understand each other. This
proves very difficult, as long as
there is no shared basic political
understanding and countries in
the southern Mediterranean do
not have a democratic system
with civic participation. As a

25 3.1. Political bonds.Testimonial by Angeles Espinosa

journalist in the region for sev-
eral decades, | have the impres
sion that, despite talks and
meetings, there is a “non-dia-
logue” — everyone talks in a dif-
ferent language and expects a
different result. To caricaturise
the situation, northern Mediter-
ranean countries mainly expect
commercial deals with the
7SYXL [LMPI XLI 7S
all kinds of economic help, but
refuses to commit to reforms.

3. Where do you see the
main challenges for the
Euro-Mediterranean
region now and in the
years to come?

Other than politics and the
way countries are ruled, there
is a problem of citizenship and

Y XL

INTIC



a lack of civic participation.
For countries in the southern
Mediterranean, the concept of
citizenship with civil rights is
less developed or non-existent.
The main challenge — and also
an opportunity — is demograph -
ics and young populations in
XLl 7SYXL 8LI] EPP
jobs, a horizon for their country
and a possibility for their hopes
to come true. As long as this is
not solved, migration towards
Europe will continue, putting
a lot of people’s lives at risk,
alongside rising extremism and
racism. It is a shame that we
GERRSX “WRH E WYW
common solution.

For years, European countries

FYX RSX SRP] XLSV
have supported autocrats for
the sake of stability. But the
longer an autocrat is in power,
the more risk there is that the
transition will not be peaceful,
especially given the complete
lack of civil society organisation.
People’s patience is coming to
an end. Especially younger gen
erations who are aware of what
is going on, encouraged by the
rapid spread of information and
communication through social
media. All in all, young popula-
tions, immediate communica -
tion and the political system
produce a very explosive mix.

COVID-19 and vaccine procure
mentis a very practical example
of cooperation. Many countries
in the southern Mediterranean
are trying to obtain vaccines.
There is the COVAX initiative to
IRWYVI IUYMXEFPI E
cines worldwide, but the over-
all feeling is that there has not
been sufficient action. If even

countries in the Gulf region with

enough financial resources
are unable to secure sufficient
vaccines and collaborate with
China instead, | cannot imagine
the situation in Egypt. As Euro-
peans, we should “walk the talk”
in this area of collaboration and
show goodwill.

RIITH XS LEZI

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

Citizens should be given a
chance to participate and to
have a normal life, ideally in their
home countries. Hardly anybody
XvEMsRtE Femigrater fidrever to
a different country, in the way
it is currently happening. For
instance, Egyptians seeking a

V ljobGreEuRpeVshioiew in itself,

but when | was posted in Cairo
in the early ‘90s, they were not
crossing the Mediterranean in
a boat like today. Even if Egypt
was a poorer country than
today, there was still some hope
because of the growing tourism
industry and opportunities for
XLl ]SYXL ;LIR -
about Egyptians drowning in the
Mediterranean a few years ago,
| knew something was broken in
the country. We have to invest in
young people — education, jobs
and opportunities.

5. Which of these challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can face
together in the future?

Firstly, from the European side,
promoting the idea of citizenship

5 @nldvé \WaricBlaZ iecsis on young

TISTPlI 7IGSRHP] '
an opportunity to re-establish
trust. Thirdly, and most impor-
XERXP] MR XLI

Ya

YalPH

2

9

where both sides have to work
together. Challenges cannot be
solved only with the EU giving
money to countries for them to

stop their citizens from leaving.

This is a buy-out which is proba-
bly not even ethical. Again, work-
ing together on a new model
MW KSMRK XS FI HM
EVI RSX
the table — some elected lead-
ers representing democratic
countries and others represent-
ing autocracies. Dynamics and
capacities to deal with issues

and decision-making are not
similar. Ultimately, autocracies

can blackmail Europe by open-
ing or closing doors to uncon-
trolled immigration, to exert

further pressure or to obtain

more funding without substan -
tive changes. Here, Europe has
to change its approach towards

progress, based on what citi-
zens think. People are well pre-
pared and they know what would
be better for their own country.

Unfortunately, many of them are
victims of the “brain drain” and,

V WweXingLhdpwléss, have already

left their home countries. It is
like a perpetual cycle.

6. Can you share a
success story in the
region with us?

Undoubtedly, the women’s
movement, which is the only
movement | saw developing
across all countries in the south -
ern Mediterranean. The lack
of freedom of association is
common to all of the countries,
maybe with the exception of

- EébanorivaWd Tunisia.

Being considered as “second-
class Qitvk&nNg"E Xvdh&R were

IUYEPW WN

4#GYPX
I XXMRK
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off the political radar. However,
throughout the years, women
have organised grassroots
movements in most countries
in the region. They started
working very modestly, build-
ing structures to help widows
or divorced women who had
no place to go. In sum, social
issues that the government did
not care about in the past and
which had huge implications
for society, potentially leading
to abandoned kids or prostitu -
XMSR 8LI
different: some countries tried

to co-opt the movements to

be perceived as very pro-fem
inist, while others realised the
potential danger because the
movement was not controlled

by the system. Also, it was
very difficult for the security

establishment to penetrate the

movements in mostly patriar -
chal countries. The women’s
movement is the only transver-
sal group which is not related

to any ethnicity or sectarian

group, but which nevertheless
has managed to cut across
all areas of society and to
have some loosely organised
system. Even before the Arab
Uprisings, they managed to
create an impact and to change
laws in many countries. For
instance, rendering polygamy
more difficult, lifting up the

value of women in society as
[VMXXIR MR XLI 7LE
of inheritance, testimonies in

courts and insurance. This has
been little known, because pub-
lic attention was more focused

on “big politics”.

For European countries, it
makes sense to invest in these
women. But it is also very chal-
lenging, because foreign money

VIEGXMSRW

VME

is viewed with suspicion and
some countries punish women
and human rights activists
extremely harshly, sometimes
even more harshly than men. It
is an interesting path to explore,
because a change of values
from the bottom up, from the
family, might have a better and
more long-term impact than
political parties or promoting
elections in countries with no
independent judiciary and no
free press.

[ITVI UYMXI

UYIWXMSRW




Testimonial by
Selim Kharrat




OVERVIEW—>

IQVKXCVGF D[ VJG 6WPKUKC
#N $CYUXINAKFGPV CPF %Q
(QWPFGT 5GNKO -JCTTCV JK

"PUWTKPI

VIJG VTCPURCTGF
"GDCVGU YCU QH WVOQUYV |
HQT WU UQ YG UGV WR C R

QDUGTXCVQT[ HQT VJG 0OCV
%QPUVKVWGPV #UUGODN] K

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

First of all, identity and belong-
ing — to a space, a common
heritage, history, identity and
GYPXYVI 7XIQQMRK J
geographic situation, | even
feel more Mediterranean than
African. | have had the opportu-
nity to visit several Mediterra-
nean countries and every time |
LEZI JIPX EX LSQI « F
Italy, Morocco or Lebanon.

Unfortunately, the Mediter-
ranean is also a grave for many
Africans, including Tunisians,
who attempted a crossing in
the hope of a better future. In
addition, the Mediterranean
is increasingly turning into an
environmental catastrophe,
especially regarding the water
UYEPMX] ERH I\XVIQI

Mediterranean coasts.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

Among the strengths are
shared languages, which allow
us to exchange with Mediter-

\F8n@ans Vit &hsV o . .vevy dif-

ferent countries. For instance,
I can understand Maltese
because there are common
words with our Tunisian Derja
PERKYEKI 7MQMPEV
BhH aVidRared BistdRy mean we
are connected in the past and
will be connected in the future.
We also have a common des-
tiny and, along with this, the
environmental concern. This
implies that if we do not act on
a risk that affects us all, we will
all have to pay the price. Eco
nomic exchanges between dif-
ferent countries in this area are
also a strength, and they allow
Tog Pripaftamt Sdkd &dd lasting
links.
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Existing disparities between the
southern and northern shores of
the Mediterranean are part of the
weaknesses. Disparities in terms
of economic and human devel-
opment, freedom of movement
JSV TISTPI ERH XLI
related to it. Another weakness, or
IZIR E VMWO EVI VIK
and aspirations by some regional
actors to gain more power and
visibility in other parts of the

M MeditevardaR. Farvinzstancs/ Mur

key’s aspirations in the context
SJ XLl OMF]ER GSR¥%M
tensions with other countries in
the region.

3. What are the main
challenges for Tunisia
now and in the years to
come?

MRIUYEPI

MSREP G

GX VIWY

61%2IGXMRK FI]SRH Q] %IPH S

expertise, migration represents
the main challenge for Tunisia.




It is coupled with the increasing
pressure by the EU on Tunisia
to act as Border Police, an
issue having a major impact on
negotiations between Tunisia
and the European Union on the
Deep and Comprehensive Free
8VEHI %KVIIQIRX ('}
its geographic situation, Tunisia
is one of the doorways from
North Africa to Europe, only
separated by the Mediterranean
71E 8YRMWME HSIW
means, the technology or the
ORS[ LS[ XS JYPwWP
the Border Police. Not to speak
of the legitimacy to restrict the
freedom of movement of its own
citizens. During the negotiations
for DCFTA, both parties agreed
on free trade and the free move-
ment of goods and services.
However, this cannot go without
the free movement of people.
For example, a Tunisian bust
nessman has no guarantee of
obtaining a visa to do business in
Europe. At the same time, Eurc
peans can enter Tunisia freely,
sometimes even with only their
identity card. | consider this as a
OMRH SJ MRIUYEPMX
as it contradicts the European
narrative, describing relations
with Tunisia as a win-win deal
FIX[IIR IUYEP TEVXR
ity, this is not the case. We need
to have a common understand-
ing and a common perception
of what we really mean by “free
movement of people”.

4. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can face
together in the future?

In the specific context of the
pandemic, health issues repre-
sent a common challenge and

COVID-19 affects all countries
without discrimination. Yet, it
also represents an opportunity
to enhance collaboration and to
tighten links between countries
inthe region. Likewise for migra-
tion, which also holds opportu -

8nities 1 European countries
with a shortage of workforce or
competences and increasingly
ageing societies. At the same
time, there are countries in the
RsButhekrE Medkérianean with
very young populations, willing

X 1ol worls RardSahd looking for
jobs. It should be possible to
match both, and to see migra-
tion as a solution and not only
a security problem between the
two shores. When talking about
migration, we should not forget
that this is also linked to other
challenges and opportunities
for cooperation in the field of
the economy, politics and cli-
mate. | see the environmental
UYIWXMSR EQSRK
challenges for the Mediterra-
nean in the future.

5) ZaRryaQ Shitrle y\s8ccess
story with us?

I will share my own experience
With Al BawshEPThe idea to set
up a parliamentary monitoring for
Tunisia started in Paris in 2011,
after the revolution. Together
with friends, | wanted to become
involved in the Tunisian transi-
tion, a historical moment. We
were all active bloggers, which
was only possible because we
were in France and had access
to the Internet and information
on Tunisia. My blog on Tunisian
politics and the dictatorship was
censored in 2010.

We shared the same observa

tion: after the revolution, the
new political elite that emerged,
XLEROW XS XLI 4VW
for the National Constituent
Assembly in October 2011, were
new political women and men,
opponents of former President
Ben Ali. It is understandable that
they were not willing to share
information about their political

activities before, as it would have
exposed them to major risks dur-
ing the 23 years of dictatorship.

However, we would not accept
this non-transparency to con-
tinue in the new political context.
Ensuring the transparency of
debate was of utmost impor -
tance for us, so we set up a par
liamentary observatory for the
National Constituent Assembly
in Tunisia. The NGOAI Bawsala
was launched later for further
projects and observatories.

L We HaMnikhed \WheX NGO in 2012
and had the opportunity to have

the German parliamentary moni-

toring organisation, “Parlament-

[EXGL %o "4EVPMEQI
EW SYV QEMR TEVXR
two years. “Parlamentwatch”

was doing in Germany what we

planned for Tunisia. We had inter-

esting and fruitful exchanges of

knowledge, and a team member

spent two months in Germany

with “Parlamentwatch” in order

to learn from them. Collaborat-

ing with the German NGO helped
a lot technically, in order to con-

struct our online observatories

in Tunisia and they also intro-

duced us to the global network of

parliamentary monitoring orga-

RMWEXMSRW 413W

6. Tunisia is often cited as
a positive example of the

JVII 1P
RX EXG
vV JSV XL




Arab Spring and many
citizens in the MENA
region would like their
country to follow a similar
course. How would you
assess the situation

in Tunisia ten years
afterwards?

I can understand my fellow
7]ZVMERW SV OMFJER
as an example, because the situ-
ation in their home countries is
ZIV] LEVWL ERH HM3?
other countries in the region,
which  encountered  revolu-
tionary movements, the main
success of Tunisia is that the
political and civil society elites
succeeded in discussing instead
of killing each other. This is
closely linked to the historical
sense of compromise in Tunisia
and a political practice based on
compromise and negotiation. It
is also thanks to the extraordi-
nary work of civil society actors,
especially the Tunisian National
Dialogue Quartet that received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2015,
for their mediation efforts:
the General Labour Union, the
Confederation of Industry, Trade
and Handicrafts, the Tunisian
Human Rights League and the
Tunisian Order of Lawyers. This
shows two important Tunisian
features: the trade union is a
historical organisation which
participated in Tunisia’s inde-
pendence movement, and Tuni
WME [EW EPWS XLI ¥
try with a National Human Rights
'SQQMWWMSR 7X1Q
XLIWI
cult to compare Tunisia to other
countries. In my opinion, Tunisia
succeeded, because it relied on
its particularities and strengths.
Last but not least, Tunisia is not

W pdlititad,MeRdoorBiy Rund Ve ddiEl

+GYPX

VWX

QMRK
TEVXMGYPEVMXMIW

a rich country in terms of natu-

ral resources, such as Libya,
S0 we are not very important to
regional countries and interna-
tional actors. This allowed us to

HMWGYWW SYV TVSEFEPIQW ERH

solutions by ourselves, which
was a huge opportunity. It is not
because Tunisians are stronger
or cleverer, but linked to the
WTIGM¥Y“MG WMXYEXM

SR SJ

sphere.

9RPMOI
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Testimonial by

Veysel Ok

Turkey




OVERVIEW—>

(QT 8G[UGN 1M HTGG URGGE
HTGGFQO NCY[GT JCXKPI FGF
COQPI QVJGTU )JGTO@RGBWTMHI
I9GNWLQWTPCNKUV &GPK)\ ;(EG
OWUV DG OQTG CEVKXG I'UR
VIJG KPUVKVWVKQPCN NGXGN
ENCKO VJCV 'WTQRG YCU CDI
UWH“EKGPV CPF TCRKF CPUY
UONWVKQPU VQ VJG EQPVKP\
FGOQETCE[ CPF TWNG QH NC

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean

3. Where do you see the

attaching importance to liberal biggest challenge for

to you? rlghts n t.he . M.edl.terranean Turkey and the European-
region, like it did in its Centre . .
d the North. W ; Mediterranean region now
. an . € North. We cannot say and in the future?
For me, the Mediterranean | that it was able to produce suf-

always means a place to live, the
sea, good food and of course

“GMIRX MRWXMXYXMSREP WSPYXMSRW JSV

nice people. However, lately
associations stemming from
GYVVIRX GSRY»YMGXW
war, the Cyprus issue and Libya
come to my mind as well.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of the
European-Mediterranean
relations?

Unfortunately, Europe was not
able to create a welfare soci-
ety with a strong legal system

TVSFPIQW MR XLI %IR
democracy. For decades, it did
not come up with a solution to
$oh@ fundanienkaEpdblem as
the Cyprus issue. This is a weak
spot of the European Union.

On a more positive note, we
could mention the funding the
EU provides for the development
of countries in the Mediter-
ranean basin and the ample sup-
port to solve the infrastructural
problems of cities.

H Wy &éa Bfexp & iselis freedom
of expression. Regarding this
issue, Turkey is one of the most
troubled countries in Europe and
the Mediterranean region. Espe-
cially on the institutional level,
we cannot claim that Europe
LEW FIIR EFPI
cient and rapid answers or solu-
tions to the continuous erosion
of democracy and rule of law in
Turkey.

Europe needs to decide on
that issue. Despite everything,
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Turkey is still a part of Europe
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and a member of the Council of
Europe. For this reason, issues
rooted in Turkey are not only
problems of Turkey but also
of Europe. If we approach the
topic from that perspective,
namely if we see Turkey’s prob-
lems as part of Europe’s inter-
nal affairs, then our chances of
“ZRHMRK QSVI TS[IVJ
increase. Looking to the future,
Europe also needs to show more
solidarity with Turkish citizens
and associations that defend
European values. It should not
be forgotten that the policies
of oppression and persecution
directed against them on the
part of Turkey’s government can
be overcome with solidarity.

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

The European Union is one of
the best unions ever established
by humankind, for instance
regarding the removal of bor-
ders and legal mechanisms
to protect fundamental rights.
Nevertheless, the EU needs
a more effective structure to
defend peaceful policies in the
Mediterranean region, as well
as in Turkey. There is a need to
establish common policies on
issues such as military, defence
and foreign policy, human rights
and ecology. This depends
on the ability of the EU’s insti-
tutional structures to remain
effective and up to date, and
on the authorities’ capacity to
make faster decisions. Unfortu -
nately, with its current structure,
the EU is far from being a major
power in the Mediterranean.

5. What are challenges that
the EU and Mediterranean
countries have to tackle
together and how are they
addressed?

I do not believe that Europe has
a common Mediterranean policy.
If we take the issue of Libya,

Y Gerva®yPsYLIOYA D&Y is differ-

ent from France’s policy. Or if we
examine the Cyprus issue, we
see that many European coun
tries pursue policies that are
different from each other. Here
| think the topic should cease
to be a matter of nation states,
but instead become a European
issue. In other words, neither
Germany nor France should
have a separate strategy for the
Mediterranean, but Europe as a
whole needs a Mediterranean
policy. The solution to this is
the further strengthening of the
European Union and the reduc
tion of the authority of the nation
states. This will happen when
the institutions of the European
Union become stronger, more
organised and more effective.

6. Can you share with us a
dream about European-
Mediterranean relations?

| dream of a Mediterranean
where the borders between
Mediterranean countries and
Europe are removed, where
liberal rights are recognised,
problems such as the Cyprus
issue resolved on the basis of
justice, wars come to an end and
everyone lives peacefully in their
own country. Actually, this is not
a dream, but a situation that can
come true with real solidarity and
the demand for peace.
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“Bread, freedom and human dignity”. Those
were the demands of the massive protests
that took place ten years ago in the MENA
region. What were known as the “Arab
Uprisings” coincided with the rise of anti-
austerity movements in southern Europe. On
both shores of the Mediterranean, youngsters
were over-represented. While most of them
were not connected to traditional political
EGXSVW TSPMXMGEP TEVXN
they were able to mobilise tens of thousands
of youngsters who shared similar grievances
and hopes for change.

A decade later, the landscape has dramati
cally changed. In North Africa, what started
as a “democratic spring” gradually turned
into a military summer and in a never-ending
EYXLSVMXEVMER [MRXIV O0M
in the midst of a civil war and international
GSR“MGXW XLI HIQSGVEXM
was violently interrupted by a coup, while the
elites in Algeria, Lebanon and Morocco kept
struggling to control public rage. In the north -
ern Mediterranean, the Great Recession has
hit young people the hardest. In Croatia,
+VIIGI -XEP] ERH 7TEMR ]SY
VEXIW I\GIIHIH { MR GIVXE
the current pandemic has the world’s atten-
tion, the protests taking place in Algeria,
JK]TX OIFERSR 7YHER ERH
that the youth are determined to struggle
to see their demands met. Those demands
remain unchanged: they concern economic

"FVIEH% TSPMXMGEP ERH
HMKRMX]% MRGPYWMSR

Research has shown that the youth in this
region are at the intersection of intercon -
nected processes of exclusion: economic
exclusion feeds social exclusion, which
translates into low rates of civic and politi -
cal engagement. As a matter of fact, most
of the teenagers who were protesting ten
years ago are nowtrying to enter adulthood.
&YX XLI] EVI “RHMRK MX H
they are faced with similar obstacles as
those experienced by their elders: the lack
SJ EHIUYEXI NSFW TVIZIRX
nomic independence, which prevents them

emancipated from their parents (through
LSQI S[RIVWLMT QEVVMEKI
KIXXMRK E HIGIRX NSF MW
starting adult life. In the southern and east-
ern Mediterranean, where two out of three
people are under 30 years of age, and where
youth unemployment rates are the world’s
highest, being young is not a life stage
between childhood and adulthood. It has
/1 Irdthenb¥deiidd aXahtitBIR iWwhicK @illions
SJ ]SYRK QIR ERH [SQIR %R
trapped: they are neither teenagers (they
LEZI GSQTPIXIH XLIMV IHYG
XLIT EVI RSX J[IX MRHITIRHIR
that, they are in a state of “waithood”. What
is more, the patterns of youth unemploy-
QIRX MR XLMW TEVX SJ XLI [§
risks of unemployment rise with the level
FoEedti&ation? TWievinkor& ¥dudstedVitRePless
employed. This means not only a terrible
5 wadté bvivhuR &l chpiRal FKWhich translates
into high brain drain rates, but also a poten-
tially devastating feeling of frustration and
resentment against society.

It would be unfair to state that nothing has
Yoeely 8@ ToPt8g @duthXin the last decade.
- NEBverhB &N draftell youth national policies

and strategies to respond to youth demands,

while development and aid agencies imple-
rBenied tNddsdandg/ bfSipitiatives aimed at

JSWXIVMRK ]SYXL MRGPYWM

as education, employment and civic engage-

ment. However, they have failed to reduce
WiHe Gies Bf yout Uheingp@yrBeRt because

these policies and strategies were essen-

tially composed of sets of measures that try

XS GSQTIRWEXI JSV WXVYG

While many of these measures primarily tar-

geted the youth, structural reforms were very

limited. Training programmes cannot solve

XLl WMKRMY“GERX JEMPYViV

tems; youth entrepreneurship cannot absorb

XLl QEWWMZI %Y\ SJ YRIQTP

and youth political engagement has no
M cham e RNNcXeasiySf theg Suth&ridrian rule

remains unchallenged.

W XobokiQg J& She fuBug, meeting youth
HIQERHW [SYPH VIUYMVI RS

from becoming adults — that is to say, fully

ment of the policy failures, but also a deep

I XG 4Y X W
E TVIVIUYM

H XLIQWIPZI

EXMSR RSV
X %W E VIWY
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rethinking of the policy responses that
could improve their conditions. In this
respect, governments and policymakers in
this area should not systematically dissect
youth policies from wider public policies:
the problems that affect the youth are not
always exclusive to this segment of the
population. They are rather the outcome of
structural, economic and political failures
that affect society as a whole. Building on
this, youth policies cannot be effective if
they overlook structural failures, such as
XLI UYEPMX] SJ IHYGEXMS
to ensure the school-to-work transition;
economies that are unable to offer the
UYEPMX] ERH UYERXMX] S
needed; the culture of nepotism and corrup-
tion and its impact on economic, political
and social life; the restrictions of freedom
and civil liberties and the lack of internal
and external mobility. In other words, youth
issues should be a pretext to address
larger issues. Likewise, the interconnection
between the aforementioned processes
of exclusion should call for integrated and
holistic strategies to foster youth inclusion.

The last decade has been marked by
a formidable amount of research and
action-oriented projects targeting youth.
International organisations, research insti-
tutions and governments have now several
sources of data that help them to under-
stand youth demands, conditions and per-
ceptions. It has been the decade of agenda
setting. We should now hope that the cur-
rent decade will be that of formulation and
adoption of the available policy options. In
this process, it is of crucial importance to
include the youth, in order to understand
their grievances and to take into account
their views. Including them in such pro-
cesses is key, if the aim is to restore a feel-
ing of confidence of young citizens in their
constituency.

As the pandemic has forced governments
to prioritise security concerns over the
pressing youth problems, one should not
forget that the underlying conditions that
led youngsters to take to the streets ten

J

R ERH XLI

years ago — authoritarianism, a call for a
new social contract and frustration — have
only since deteriorated. Bearing this in
mind, addressing youth demands is more
urgent than ever before. Without that,
those who endlessly repeat that “youth is
the future”, without improving their condi -
XMSRW MR XLI TVIWIRX QE
of protests.
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Youth unemployment rate (15-24 years)
for selected countries in the Mediterranean (2018, in %)
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Testimonial by
Azita Berar Awad

Egypt / Switzerland




OVERVIEW—>

#\KVC $GTCT #YCF CP +PVC
'ZRGTV CPF HQTOGT 70 5GP
QP GEQPQOKE CPF UQEKCN
RONKEKGU YKVJ C ECNN HC
UVCMGJQNFGTU QP DQVJ UJ
IGFKVGTTCPGCP I1$QVJ UKF
IQ C UVGR HWTVJGT HTQO C
KPVGTGUVKPI FKUEWUUKQP
VOQYCTFU UECNKPI VJGO WR
OCKPUVTGCO RQNKEKGU e ¢
VIJG[ TGOCKP LWUV UWEEGL
RTOQLGEVU YKVJOQWY HWTVJ

1. What does the Mediterranean
mean to you?

2. Where do you see
the strengths and
weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

conomic and political ones.
However, this it is not how
the process evolved — a gap

| see it as a region with very
important and deeply entrenched
historical and cultural ties,
forged by geographical proximity
« WSQIXMQIW GSR %N
times cooperative. For me, the
Mediterranean goes beyond
countries which border the
1IHMXIV VERIER 71E
includes those that may not have
direct access, but participate in
the cultural and historical com -
munity of the Mediterranean.

The approach of the Barcelona
Process was innovative. Rela-

1 @ofishiBP betWwsBed | countries

should be built on the principle
SJ IUYEPMX] ERH HM
partners, rather than between
riciandBpBoN @untries, donors
and recipients or policy makers
and policy takers. Nevertheless,
the vision also acknowledged
differences, especially socioe-
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between vision and implemen-
tation. Negotiations are not car -
ried out among partners who
share the diagnostics of prob -
lems and exchange solutions,
be it for migration or employ -
EReniipylicyEfQr JiRahce.

| see an imbalance in the multi-
layer approach of the Barcelona
Process. Naturally, priorities
vary over time and depend on
the geopolitical situation, but




it is apparent that the “securi-
tisation” discourse has come
to dominate the Euro-Mediter-
ranean Partnership. Further
more, economic integration was
mostly narrowed down to trade
liberalisation, without much con -
sideration of the accompanying
measures that have been lack-
MRK %W E GSRWIUY,
tations regarding job creation,
social inclusion and protection
GSYPH RSX FI JYPYPRI}
ern Mediterranean. Other issues,
like youth inclusion and gender
IUYEPMX]
attention, were not integrated
into mainstream economic strat -
egies. Overall, however, it would
not be fair to make a sweeping
statement about Euro-Mediter-
ranean collaboration and the
myriad of projects that were
implemented in different coun -
tries and at various levels of
cooperation. A number of these
projects focused on very impor-
tant issues and achieved some
results that are promising exam -
ples of successful collaboration.

3. According to you, what are
challenges for the region
now and in the years to
come?

7SGMEP ERH IGSRS
ties and in particular youth
employment and youth par-
ticipation remain challenges
on both shores of the Mediter-
ranean. The impact of COVID-19
on youth worldwide shows how
fragile the situation is. The Arab
youth uprisings sparked only
two years after the financial
crisis of 2008/09, which had
led to an unprecedented youth
YRIQTPS]QIRX GVMW
European youth encountered a

similar challenge, which lasts
until this day. Movements
claiming more social mobility
and raising awareness regard-
ing the difficult transition from

school to work took place on
both sides of the Mediter-
ranean. Demands by the young
generation revolved around the
| RoGdns of ddc@nt work, dignity
and democratic participation,
that are transformational and

A MewXfot \WrSj¥ctibn into the

future. There have been some
policy innovations, such as

XLEX VIG IltMeZHHopa&rSYputh Guarantee

scheme, but these crisis
response measures were not
far-reaching enough to change
the policy frameworks or to
have a positive impact on the
type of jobs available for the
youth.

A decade after the “Arab
7TTVMRK% YTVMWMR
discourse has shifted from jubi -
lation and a positive embrace
of youth as agents of change,
to depicting them as a burden
on the economy and labour
markets — or even as a secu-
rity threat because of terror-
ism. After the uprisings, youth
unemployment was considered
as a failed delivery by the state
and there was real willingness

Q fdr Ghavige | WhyleEr@wadays dis-

course is limited to containing
youth problems.

Regarding the Barcelona Pro
cess, we need to ask if there is an
integrated approach as such on
both sides of the Mediterranean.
With some EU countries prefer-
ring bilateral negotiations over
E YRM%WIH ETTVSEGL
countries not necessarily shar-
NhiV ther Savh¥ LptidriRes either.
This undermines the community

method with a common diag -
nosis and shared space for
dialogue. The region is encoun-
tering far more challenges and
GSRYMGXW XLER X
QEOMRK MX
prioritise economic inclusion
and development agendas. But
they have to be kept as the objec-
tives.

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

Reviving the Barcelona vision
SJIUYEP TEVXRIVW
that the EU could better lever
age its convening powers of
dialogue and of voting in insti-
tutions or instances that are
shaping macroeconomic poli-
cies, for example. On the one
hand, there are positive exam-
ples of Euro-Mediterranean
K Yartne¢shipsT S prommdtngs E R
space for dialogue and projects
with interesting, necessary and
innovative objectives. On the
other hand, regarding the policy
frameworks where the EU has
a leverage, whether at country
level via country agreements, or
as a global partner such as with
the IMF, it has not been forth-
coming in combatting social
MRIUYEPMXMIW
the number one priority in the
region.

5. Which challenges can the
EU and Mediterranean
countries face together?

Youth exchange offers promis-
ing perspectives, and not only
iE Reéd framenidrk of Erasmus+.
| have already mentioned the
common youth employment
challenge and how worthwhile

IZIR QSV
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it would be to share diagnos-
tics and approaches, listen to
each other and engage in a dia
logue about joint solutions. This
already occurs to some extent,
but we need to acknowledge the
shortcomings of current efforts
and take into account legitimate
criticisms.

Youth from both shores of the
Mediterranean are again hit by
COVID-19. Financing, pursuing
or completing their education
has become a challenge, as well
as searching for jobs and enter-
ing the labour market. | think of
the model of the European Youth
Forum —funded by the European
Commission, but where youth
can manage and develop it, fol-
lowing a broad set of principles.
Why not think of a Mediterranean
Youth Forum? Not as a one-time
conference as in the past, but as
a continuous forum for ideas,
suggestions and action. It is
time to institutionalise the many
initiatives for and with the youth,
provide resources and turn
them into a major platform, with
participants from both sides of
the Mediterranean, for a lasting
impact.

There may be a silver lining
of COVID-19, despite its major
negative effects, human loss and
socioeconomic fallout. It has
VIZMZIH HIFEXI ERH
the alternative root causes and
how to make people, societies
and governments more resilient.
COVID-19 is a challenge and an
opportunity at the same time, for
solidarity and partnerships. The
J)YVSTIER -RZIWXQIRX
might also extend its focus on
post-pandemic recovery.

6. To round off, can you
share a success story
on Euro-Mediterranean
cooperation with us?

LMW MW RIMXLIV-
tion, nor is there a uniform
answer for all countries. |
could think of pilot projects
supported by the EIB in the
region, with a focus on how to
direct investments to sectors
GVIEXMRK KSSH UY
ment. The projects focused on
promising sectors in terms of
UYEPMX] NSF GVIEX
and how to connect and adapt
trade and investment packages
negotiated at higher levels to
these sectors. The basic idea
is that projects might be small,
but they can test hypotheses
and identify channels to con-
nect them with big investment
WGLIQIW WIGXSVEP
for upscaling. There are many
other interesting initiatives, for
MRWXERGI SR KIR
on assessing and mapping the
determinants of informality and
on strengthening employment
services.

%KEMR XLI UYIWXM
XLl “"/RHMRKW ERH P
be scaled up? This is where gov
ernments or public policies are
responsible, so that successful
TMPSX TVSNIGXW

| teduisX M5 ROV rBrikain at an
experimental stage. They need
large-scale investments by state
and private sector actors. Both
sides need to go a step further
from discussions and pilot proj -
ects, towards scaling them up
iQtE manstjeadn policies — oth -
erwise they remain just success-
ful pilot projects without bearing

further fruit.

[N

E R

EPMX]

MSR JSV

IEW] UYIW

IQTPS]

ISYXL

ETTVSEGLIW

HIV

IUYEPMX]

SR MW LS[ GER
IWWSRW PIEVRX

I XL

WMKRM¥“GERX



Testimonial by
Raphaelle Macaron

Lebanon / France
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1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

The Mediterranean is related
to my childhood in Beirut, with a
view of the sea from my parents’
house. Lebanon is a small
country, where you can see the
sea from almost everywhere —
whether you are in the mountains
or at the border. I might have
taken this view for granted
FIJSVI PIEZMRK OIFER
realised that the Mediterranean
provided a foundation for me, not
only psychologically and emo-
tionally, but even more creatively.
| am very drawn to it and most
of my inspiration comes from
scenes taking place by the sea.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of Euro-

Mediterranean relations?

Despite the Mediterranean
being a rich mix of cultures
and languages, not having a
language barrier when | came
to France made things easier.
Moving here was a huge step
forward for me — professionally,
psychologically and personally.

One weakness, which is very
HIY«a RMRK SJ
ranean relationship, is the way
Mediterranean culture is dif-

R SuRed- ity EMdpe® Rt] is mostly

summarised as something
beautiful, nice and exotic. How-
ever, | see this Orientalisation
EW TVSFPIQEXMG
with Arab culture. On the one
hand, it is widely diffused, very
accessible, many people like
it and have references to Arab
culture. On the other hand, it is
packaged in a way that it is dif-
“WGYPX XS KIX FI]ISR

WMKRM¥“ZGEXMSR - |

a lot in my work. When work-
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XL )-Y|ViepreséhMtonY or “What about

H th¥ LHEeXchl \eéBickevice? Just an
RiBustrdte Xor\al fdmade. MhEnese

ing in Beirut, | presented myself
as an illustrator and did not
realise how much the fact that |
[EW OIFERIWI [SYPH
[SVO ;LIR - WXEVXI
projects in France, | realised
that it was linked to me being
an Arab woman in France. | was
EWOIH UYIWXMSRW
does an Arab woman deal with

sexuality in culture?”
It was a bit startling, because

- MVWX ERH JSVIQSW
work to be recognised for its

UYEPMX] VEXLIV XLER

WsehtedM AnG Ee?, Pl Jwould not
HI%ZR1 MX EW E RIKE
IRGI FIGEYWI - KVIEX
from it — access to discussions
which | probably would not have
been invited to if | was not tick-
ing these boxes. Who was | for

RGEK*“ECNN|[ YKVJ #TCD EW

HIvRI Q]
H Q] %V

VYGL EW

X [ERXIH
[LEX M

XMZI I\T
P] FIRI Y4,

illustrator telling stories about the



Middle East, who speaks French?
A simple way of putting it is to
“KLX WXIVISX]TIW H
When | participated in round
tables, | would be introduced
through my cultural background
(“Arab woman producing comics
about the Middle East and writ-
MRK MR %VEFMG% [
person doing exactly the same
thing, would just be presented as
a French comic artist who works
with watercolour and ink. While
there would immediately be a
discussion about the work of the
French artist, | had to go through
20 minutes of identity discussion
before talking about my work.

Luckily, this has changed, prob-
ably because | have established
my work as something indepen-
dent and | also accepted that
Lebanon transcends my work
and my creative approach. While
- [ERXIH XS %%KLX X
MR%YIRGI ERH FIMRK
at the beginning, | realised that
it is more harmful than decid -
ing to be whatever | want it to
be. When | left for Montreal, the
relationship with my home coun -
XV] [EW ZIV] GSR¥%“M
could not be who | wanted to be
in Lebanon, not be as free as |
wanted and that | could not live
from my drawings. Nowadays,
| fully embrace Beirut as being
part of my identity.

3. Where do you see the
main challenges for
Lebanon or France now
and in the years to come?

Obviously, the answer for
Lebanon would be a very, very
long one. There are so many
challenges, so big that we can-

anymore. To sum it up in a dra-
matic way, the challenge would
PHe t¥ LhaveX M dcial uprising

and an awakening of Lebanese

citizens against the corrupt
political class that has driven
this country to the ground and
destroyed it many times. We

L heMeE \WeaBhed/ ItReG saturation
point — if we do not keep those
persons away from any position
linked to power, there is a real
danger that Lebanon will transi-
tion towards a collapse. There
is an international theory called
“I'effrondrement” or “collapsolo-
gie” in French. It describes the
collapse of society as we know
it today, with its political, eco-
nomic, ecologic and philosophic
components. My recent comic
“Les Terrestres% 8LI1 )E
with Noél Mameére touches upon
this issue, based on interviews
with people preparing them-
L9dIVés forytirexceIMise of soci-
Bty XHaviRg Btediewthe subject
theoretically, | feel that it very
much applies to what is happen-
ing in Lebanon at the moment
— a collapse of every single
structure in the country. The

Gbigy dh&llenge Jd RoXreeonstruct
something long-term, sustain-
able, consistent and fair for the
people.

Even before the revolution,
there was a major garbage crisis,
with demonstrations against the
government. The ongoing envi-
ronmental crisis in Beirut greatly
affected the coast and the sea,
up to a point where the water
UYEPMX] [EW VEXIH
because of the pollution. This is
very sad for the Lebanese who
have a special relationship with
the sea.

not even call them challenges

AtLdeafted with a plane ticket to

E avhodrE RReaNsmgy, Vafter such

5. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can face
together?

Following up on what | mentio-
ned earlier, it would be solidarity
and trying to diffuse the culture
in a representative and authen-
tic way.

6. Can you share a personal
success story with us?

Calling it a success story
[SYPH FI TVIXIRXMSY,|
nitely had the largest impact of
anything | have created so far.
It is an initiative based on my
drawings that | set up in 2020.

Lebanon for the day after the
Beirut blast in August 2020,
which | obviously cancelled. |
felt trapped in Europe and it was
HM¥%»GYPX XS GEVV]
family and friends in Lebanon
were mourning. | felt distraught,
far away from home and power-
less. Determined to do some-
thing, | decided to sell some of
my prints online and donate the
FIRIYAaXW XS XLI "-Q
non” fund-raising NGO. | did not
think much about my initiative,
apart from the fact that it would
mostly help me to feel better.

While | expected to sell only the
stock | had at that time, amount-
MRK XS WSQI « {
was sold out in half an hour and
collected twice the expected

unexpected success, that there
was potential for a large-scale
campaign, | transferred the cam-
paign to a crowdfunding plat-
form and closely collaborated

with Studio Fidele a printing

W FYX N

SR [LM
TEGX OIF
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studio in Paris. It turned out
that we managed to raise over
o { MR X[S [IIOW
was far beyond my imagina-
tion. | would not have been able
to do the same from Lebanon.
For instance, you cannot use
platforms like Paypal there. Me
being in Europe made this cam-
paign possible, so it was both
a problem and a solution. The
prints were not only bought by
the Lebanese diaspora, but also
by many Europeans according
to the supporters’ names. We
received a lot of heart-warming
messages of solidarity and
testimonials of former visits to
&IMVYX 7S FI]SRH X
ness, there was also some per-
sonal attachment and people
were creating bonds through the
Internet.

LI

[LMGL
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3.3.
Economic and
environmental bonds

Trade, energy

and climate In the
Mediterranean:
Turning borders Iinto
positive bonds

By
Gonzalo Escribano,
Senior Analyst and Director of the Energy and
'PMQEXI 'LERKI 4VSKVEQQI
Elcano Royal Institute



TMRGI EGLMIZMRK XL
ranean goal of shared prosperity has mainly
focused on development cooperation,
implementing trade liberalisation and fos -
tering economic and institutional reforms
to attract foreign investments. However,
JYRHMRK LEW RSX FIIR WY¥3
alisation has not been applied consistently,
and reforms have proceeded too slowly
ERH YRIZIRP] XS WMKRMYG
ments. Furthermore, over recent years, the
Euro-Mediterranean policy space has been
shrinking, becoming increasingly ineffective
in inducing reforms. Trade incentives are
almost exhausted, because liberalisation
has mostly culminated in some neighbours

1SVSGGS 8YRMWME ERH

%PKIVME "'SYRXVMIW HIT
carbon exports had no incentive to reform,
and where trade liberalisation has advanced
QSVI XLIVI MW E TIVGITXM
are being captured by the elites and do not
“WPXIV HS[R XS GMXM~IRW
fatigue will not disappear simply by pushing
through and intensifying some of the posi-
tive elements of existing policies; rather it
will be necessary to develop a new Euro-
Mediterranean project, attractive enough
to anchor the expectations of the citizens
of southern neighbours, and not only their
elites. Three types of economic bonds could
have a direct impact on both economic and
LYQER WIGYVMX] MR XLI VI
trade integration through Euro-Mediter-
VERIER MRHYWXVMEP RIX]
NSMRX IRIVK] XVERWMXMS
HITPSIMRK GPMQEXI “RERG
tion and mitigation strategies.

These economic bonds cannot be con-
sidered in isolation, nor as tools to cushion
TSPMXMGEP HMZIVKIRGIW
1JJIGXMZI XLI] VIUYMVI MR
and to challenge existing political economy.
7IGSRHP] XLI WGVMTX SJ
pendence as a substitute for democratic
stability misses the fact that, to date, it
has failed to trigger political reform in the
region. Thirdly, the “cushion” narrative (the
idea that economic interdependency cush-

Oy MaBow tdhanapge the complexity of the
interdependence patterns that articulate
Euro-Mediterranean economic relations.

In the absence of good transport infra-
structures, modern customs procedures
i, @rid BR KttragtiVeEiéstiBhE ¢dosystem, no
WMKRMY“GERX RIEVWLSVMR
expected. Developing renewable energies,
E RoX B | mEtiohVekparXingvtRerml W Xhe EU,
VIUYMVIW HIHMGEXIH MRJV
ing investment regimes, clear regulatory
frameworks and some kind of convergence
in energy policies. The scaling up of climate
“RERGI RIIHW E WMQMPEV-
mate policies, as well as developing absorp-
Wi1$ CapadiieViFRnalgy Xall these three bonds
| EH/IRM R X RV ANIRWSH EQSRK X-L

cult to foresee how renewable exchanges (be

5 Rvitou EnXpldriEntihgrea o ipxidivig mecha -
RMWQW [LMGL GER EPWS FI

) Yo\d&velbplihtuXilid nétv& k€EuRder an even-
tual EU border carbon adjustment as soon as
2023. In its initial steps, it will cover relevant
sectors for Mediterranean neighbours, like
the power sector, chemicals and fertilisers,
taking into account the exporting country-
WTIGM¥“G TS[IV WIGXSV GEV

Regarding Euro-Mediterranean trade liber
alisation, the priority should be abandoning
KvedRade frekYtkadel dandMopeing up new
opportunities of integrating into the Euro -
S Yeamimarket. AHezpa@teipatdr Kf countries
R sutte Ad. Motaco BB RBdropean industrial
| ngt&aks- B8exnondiratds TtKeE potential for
Euro-Mediterranean productive integration
XLVSYKL MRXVE MRHYWXV]
7YGL E WXVIRKXLIRMRK SJ-
tion calls for an urgent extension of free trade
Rdegls | stariihg/\ithTiie EnGorpokatoroff agri -
W oUNLYe YaRdVeBriRdes, in¢ludiSgvppoféssional
services, as well as the adoption of European
| GXS/EFHQ MESR WM RSI[VEBEVFSR TV M
obtain full access to the EU’s internal mar-
ket. Perhaps even this will not prove enough,
because by now incentives such as the full
inclusion of agriculture have been rendered
obsolete by the meagre results of past trade

MSRW KISTSPMXMGEP HMJJ

| NbERuBANIN abdE We Fr¥afe?Z deémands of

MX IPIGXVMGMX] SV LIHVSKI

K GER FI VIE

EWXVYGXYVI\

GSRZIVKIRGI

IQWIPZIW -X
R GSYPH FI

GSQI E VIUYM

FSR MRXIRWN

e

ERH MRXVE

TVSHYGXMZI |

GMRK WXERH




southern Mediterranean societies concern-
ing market access or labour mobility. Regard-
ing nearshoring opportunities, expectations
should be managed carefully. Besides the
already mentioned institutional constraints,
it remains to be seen whether nearshoring
[SYPH QEMRP]
FSYVW #%“VWXP] MX MW HM
existing value chains and gradual diversi-

“WGEXMSR SRP]
secondly, the European Green Deal logic of
nearshoring is relocalising industrial activ -

ity within the EU, rather than redistributing it

across neighbours, especially when consid-

ering the environmental criteria.

%RSXLIV %IPH [MXL XLI T-S
ing up new opportunities is that of energy,
both conventional and renewable. Renew
able energy cooperation, in particular, con-
stitutes a key driver. Again, expectations
have to be managed carefully to avoid past

JEMPYVIW PMOI ()7)68)' SV X

7SPEV 4PER *VSQ E +VIIR (
prioritising the sustainability criteria implies
that Mediterranean partners should achieve
their own energy and climate policy targets
FIJSVI INTSVXMRK XLIMV VI
resources. From an economic and political
approach, it is key to include the governance
of such renewable exports. There are doubts

that future “electrostates” would behave like
petrostates, but geopolitical risk will nonethe-
less be reduced if supplies come from stable
democracies with good governance of their
natural resources, unlike what happens with
several key oil and gas suppliers. A case in

FIRIY4aX 11HM XIpoMERthE Burrent\ykitogen enthusiasm in

9/4tBeY NeditexrSnelrE WYHT 20 itioBEsPprdpos -

Africa and Ukraine by 2030, which tend to
underscore the environmental, economic,
governance and geopolitical barriers facing

hydrogen development and exports in the
Mediterranean. Regarding oil and gas,
Mediterranean producers will continue to

X bR kednppliadrs ¥ thie EIURduring the energy
transition, but risk being economically and

socially destabilised if hydrocarbon’s export

income decreases and no alternative is
offered.

L THis 8 Mibg1 e/ BLRIHOEd accompany its
| BEghDboMSY Eh& gy MiAhsition by offering

The Mediterranean is already being greatly
affected by climate change, which is endan-
R IgeEi fgRivelindodsy crifrcdlWfrastructures and
economic sectors and, more importantly,
threatening Euro-Mediterranean  human
and ecologic security. Few bonds may unite

80% OF JOBSARE CREATED

& SME’'SIN THE

EURO-MEDITERRANEANREGION

7SYVGI 9J1

EPW VIQMRMWGIRX SJ XLSW
IRXEMPW T EistalIMABD ’SW \WIaCE ahy3eMogyaxityl B Riorth

ETTIEPMRK EPXIVREXMZIW H
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more, but it is of fundamental importance €20+ BlLLlON

that climate goals do not embark on divisive

discourses. A more comprehensive and bal- 4 ) 6 = ) % 6 ~ 2 8 3 8 % 0
anced Euro-Mediterranean energy script is |NVESTMENT

essential to change the southern percep-

tion that Europe only wants to secure (if not ON E N E RGY
ETTVSTVMEXI MXW IRIVK]—\;IWNEEDEERIMS"FI.E'E

sion with their elites (historically oil and gas,

VIRITEFPIW MR XLI JYXYVI %MEM R(EGI‘ION
the great historical polluter of the Mediter- FOR THE NEXT

ranean, intends to impose its renewable
technologies and companies, transitioning to = ) % 6 7
a green economy shielded by border carbon 7SYVGI 9J1
adjustments in which the Mediterranean
neighbourhood risks being left behind and
marginalised from a Euro-Mediterranean
climate ambition and low-carbon space.
'PMQEXI| “RERGI QE] IEWI X[LI GSWXW ®J XLI
energy transition and de-risk investments.
But perhaps more importantly, it can also
redistribute the eventual income from a
border Carbon Tax on the region’s imports

[LIXLIV KSSHW SV VIRI[EFPI INTSVXW X
countries converging towards carbon pricing
and respecting Paris Treaty commitments.
By reducing economic frictions and offering
new incentives, borders can turn into bonds,
this time in energy and climate.

50 A moment to reflect: Creating Euro-Mediterranean bonds that deliver




Testimonial by
Sana Afoualz

Morocco / Belgium




OVERVIEW—>

(QWPFGT QH I9QOGPRTGPGW
CPF QEECUKQP CNEIMXE GH
89 XCP VJTQWIJ PCVKXG /Q
KP VJG /'0# TGIKQP 5CPC #H
RTQOQVGU C OQTG KPENWUK
IGFKVGTTCPGCP
EKXKN UQEKGV]
QWTUGNXGU JGCTF YJGP FGI
CTG OCFG +V KU PQV UWH*“E

EQPUKFGT VJG IQXGTPOG

“KCNQIWG
KV KU XGTJ

PV (

YJKNG VJGTG CTG FKHHGTGF
XCTKQWU NGXGNU KP GCEJ T
JCXG VIJGKT UC] QP C OCVVG

1. What does the Mediterranean
mean to you?

It is a little conflictual: on

the one hand, there is the
sea, fish, good food, beauti-
ful and diverse cultures and

various languages. On the
other hand, as a Moroccan
living in Belgium, | see the con
troversies and paradoxes in
relationships between North

ERH 7SYXL JVSQ F
For instance, the perception

XLEX XLI 7SYXL VIGI
from the North, while the North
GSQTPEMRW EFSYX
Europe should no longer look at
XLl 7SYXL EW E WSG
threat or as a region that should
receive lessons on democracy or
on human rights, but rather look

EX MX EW ER IUYEP TE

2. What are the strengths

S X and wekResages of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?
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M ZThe¢/ RrENHINSS RIW our col-
laboration go back in history,
XhdompyaSsyhg Limportant eco -

RSQMG VIPEXMSRW
MeBicé GbliRcal@alaonships and
the geopolitical importance
of the region. The Union for
the Mediterranean provides a
YAt to share recommen -
dations for the future of the
region. There is still hope that
the region will grow in the future
and be stronger on the interna-
tional scene. Concerning the

GYPXYV



[TEORIWWIW XLI @S
cant one is that we have not yet
managed to establish a stable
relationship that would take
us further. There are various
challenges, such as migration
and the economic crisis, easily
destabilising relations which are
RSX JIX WY¥%GMIRXP] G
This is something we must work
on, because crises will always
occur. This echoes an article
by Yuval Harari during the pan
demic: he invites world lead-
ers to sit down and to rethink
humanity and the way we treat
each other, knowing that current
choices will change our lives in
the years to come.

3. What are the main
challenges for Morocco
and the region now and in
the years to come?

For Morocco, a visible chal-
lenge by COVID-19 is the ece
nomic crisis. The country heavily
depends on tourism, and is fac-
ing serious economic problems
because of travel restrictions
worldwide. Before the pandemic,
the country was doing economi -
cally well and selling itself as
a hub of economic develop-
ment in Africa. Morocco tried to
expand its relations with African
partners by joining the African
Union. The country started inter-
esting projects on sustainable
and economic development
in different African countries,
probably also because it failed
XS JSVQ EHIUYEXI
ships with European countries.
At the same time, Morocco
encountered growing social
ERH IGSRSQMG M
EQTPMYIH F] XLI GV
increasing level of poverty and

5 SIRYM SVPAMVHERC XL |

Whe gapMetreldri/sich and poor
continuing to grow. In particular,
women suffer from a deteriora -
tion of the situation. Multiple
cases of abuse as well as sexual
and physical violence against
women were reported during
the crisis. These developments

Moroccan society, in a country
that advanced women'’s rights in
the region.

Another development is the
recent normalisation of rela-
tions between Morocco and
Israel, with Morocco being the
fourth Arab state to establish
diplomatic relations. This was a
strategic decision, but Morocco
also wanted to re-establish rela-
tions with the approximately one
million Moroccan Jews in Israel.
There might also have been
some hope that this strategic
relationship with Israel could
FIRIYX XLI
of Morocco.

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

| believe that the EU’s role is
to establish bonds between
countries, to ensure they are
working together to overcome
economic, social and political
challenges. This would come
in terms of investment, exper-
tise, understanding the realities
of different regions, looking at
southern Mediterranean coun-
tries as core partners, listening
tol mhaX Rdrthers around the
table have to add and ensuring
that the EU works with different
EGXSVW
RAEdr MER MWl Mdanéty, it is very

MMNMBAG Y PMKXAS ERE O SY\

when decisions are made. It is

TPEGI

|G SRS Q M| CEuwpd K ZEX Wh8 Rternational

IWTIGMEP P|] sMdentX,L lesp&halk/L women,

Whée ZéshnalogicaH transforma -

RSX WY¥%GMIRX SRP
the governmental position, while
there are different actors on var-
ious levels in each country who
have their say on a matter. It is
very important to have various
representatives to obtain the full
picture. This is the biggest role
$é HBzeds vl Ray — not only

KMZMRK JYRHW XS XL

one knows what those funds are
YWIH JSV EQTPM¥WIH
follow up, evaluation and control
of the funds.

5. What are the
challenges that the
EU and Mediterranean
countries can address
together in the future?

Looking at the numbers, the
challenges are visible. Accord-
ing to the EU, we had about
2.7 million migrants coming to

Organization for Migration pre-
dicted that 1 out of 4 arrivals in
the Mediterranean would be from
North Africa. UNHCR said that
{ SJ XLIQ [SYPH FI
and youths. These are opportu-
nities, also bearing in mind that
many European countries have a
high average age. We can work
together on the integration of
migrants, and not use them as
tools for political campaigning
to spark fear and division. Unlike
in the past, we have increasingly
diverse economies and a young
and educated generation, espe-
GMEPP] MR XLI 7SYX
offers one of the highest share
SJ 78)1 7TGMIRGI -
SK] )RKMRIIVMRK 1

which is important for the future.

tion in the region is an asset to
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take advantage of, all the more
in view of current global trends,
such as digitisation, computing
platforms, entrepreneurship and
automation. These are elements
we can build on, to shape rela
tions in the region and to achieve
QSVI IUYEPMX] EGVS
in the region — economically,
politically and socially. Through
my work, | see many opportuni-
ties in the Euro-Mediterranean
region that we are currently mis-
sing out on. Hopefully, COVID-19
serves as a lesson to re-examine
our relationship in this regard.

6. Can you share a
success story in the
region with us?

8LI VWX WYGGIW
the “Womenpreneur Tour” by
“Womenpreneur Initiative” in
2019, where we travelled in a
:SPOW[EKIR 0 ZE
Morocco to Jordan. Hopefully,
we will continue the tour in
Algeria, Lebanon and Egypt in
2021. During the tour, we met
many female tech entrepre-
neurs, in order to assess tech
female entrepreneurship in the
VIKMSR O0SSOMRK
from a European perspective,
there might be stereotypes
about women in the region, for
instance, about their role in soci-
ety. It was therefore all the more
interesting to discuss and to
WLS[GEWI XLI RIIH X
these stereotypes. The region
counts the highest number of
JIQEPI 78)1 WXYHIR
Europe is lagging behind. Our
tour documentary shows that
the challenges are complex,
but there are also many oppor-
tunities. For instance, we met a
Tunisian entrepreneur running a

i

W Wh ZOPD | wEVraB Rhid “Genera

WXEVX YT SR EVXMY
RS[ [MXL S%HGIW
Africa after raising three million
dollars in Tunisia. These are not
yet visible, but important stories
we need to leverage upon.

tion W” programme and we will
publish a paper on the impact
of COVID-19 on female-led bust
nesses in Algeria, Egypt and
Lebanon. Women are literally
hungry to be part of the tech
%IPH [LMGL JSV E P
labelled as masculine. Women
need to be atthe heart of the tech
VIZSPYXMSR ERH FIR
investment, something practical
for the future. For the future, we
are planning a “Womenpreneur
7GLSSP% XS FVMRK

WX LW X¥SWIXLMBRH XLI 2
Mediterranean together to learn
about innovative industries.

R JVSQ

=X XLI 7SYXL

S UYIWXMSR

XW [LMPI

GMEP MRXIPPMKIRGI
EPP SZIV

SRK XMQI [EW

%X JVSQ VIEP

[SQIR JVSQ
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1. What does the Mediterranean
mean to you?

In my view, four keywords
represent the Mediterranean:
71E 2EXYVI ,MWXS
ture. It is a geographical space
between three shores — Euro-
pean, the Middle East and North
Africa — with common character -
istics: ecologically, such as the
Mediterranean climate marked
by hot, dry summers and mild,
wet winters, the Mediterranean
biodiversity, and the type of sail.
Culturally, with heterogeneous
and yet similar cultures — music,
cuisine, customs and traditions.
In this sociocultural context, the
Mediterranean focuses on two
closely linked elements: univer-
salism and cosmopolitanism.

JrarteRHs totéhfront a tangle of

History and different civilisa -
tions in the region play a central
role in identifying the common
origin of Mediterranean culture.
To give meaning to the Mediter-

%S[W RIX[SVOW Mk
goods and money, which chal-
lenges the continued represen-
tation of the Mediterranean as
existing somewhere between
homogeneity and otherness.

| personally discovered Mediter-
ranean collaboration during my
Master’s and Doctorate, through
scholarship and exchange pro-
grammes. For many young
students and researchers, pro-
grammes like Erasmus+ and
Erasmus Mundus have changed
their lives and present opportuni-
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1 1 E \ieaknesses ¢f Euro-

XMIW JSV HIZIPSTMRY
technical bonds.

2. Where do you see
the strengths and

Mediterranean relations?

For me, the strengths of
Euro-Mediterranean  relations
are based on partnership and
commitment. These strengths
are particularly linked to the geo-
graphical proximity of countries,
cultural diversity, countries’
good will to collaborate and
strengthen different types of
collaboration through exchange
TVSKVEQQIW ERH
HIZIPSTQIRX TVSNIG
ening the Mediterranean policy

WGMIRX

Y% RERGN
XW 7XVI



means the adoption of a modern
ERH IUYMXEFPI TSP
based on mutual aid and toler-
ance for regional development.
Further strengths include the
presence of natural resources,
such as natural gas, mines, bio-
HMZIVWMX] JEYRE
All these elements make the
region a laboratory of ideas for
broader initiatives and enable it
to become a global leader in the
regionalisation process.

Among the weaknesses of
Euro-Mediterranean  relations
are recurring political tensions
and unresolved regional con-
BLMGXW ;I
ing social and economic dis-
parities between northern and
southern countries, maintain-
ing the mentality of developed
and underdeveloped countries,
which is responsible for a feeling
of inferiority by less developed
countries. In addition, economic
ERH “RERGMEP I\GL
very asymmetrical, and the cur-
rent economic and industrial
free trade system does not allow
trade between the EU’s partner
countries. Not to mention demo -
graphics and social disparities,
migration from Africa, as well as
problems of resources, such as
scarce water and energy.

3. Where do you see the main
challenges for Morocco and
the Euro-Mediterranean
region now and in the
years to come?

The truth is that there are
many common challenges,
for instance, health-related,
economic, social and ecologi-
cal, including climate change,
environmental degradation

E RSH

and depletion of resources.
M Neve@ e ssY thikeSau@ent pan

demic shows that what we

most need in times of crisis is

solidarity and cooperation. In

my opinion, the most important

challenge is political. As a result
WBS\RE2 MIKGW EQS
Morocco might struggle to col -
laborate in the Mediterranean.

-J [I QEREKI XS
ground based on tolerance,
peace and respect for particu-
larities, we can achieve stability,
security and establish any kind
of partnership.

More effort should be made

EPWS SFW lag ¥kl veBaBdihy ENA socioeco-

nomic development of Mediter -
ranean partner countries, which
will help to establish migration
as chosen and not as suffered.

4. Which of these challenges
can the EU and Mediter-

E R KangancpanirigsRddress
together and how?

While much effort is already
being made by the EU, it needs

more leadership in resolving
GSRYMGXW FIX[IIR
XS LEZI XLI GSRW%H

parties. As mentioned, these
problems currently block Euro-
Mediterranean  collaboration.
On the political level, Europe
must mediate on issues and
tensions between countries in
the region. Overall, we must
give priority to the vision of eco -
nomic and social policies, that
TYXW IGSRSQMG KV
regional development and terri-
torial convergence on the same
level. Economic policies must
be assessed not only on their
contribution to growth, but also

on the number of jobs created,

YaRH

their contribution to reduce
poverty and their contribution to
regional development. The EU’s
trade policy must not run counter
to or contradict its development
policy. Thus, trade agreements
negotiated by the EU with its
R Kled@esraneax vieighWburs must
pursue the objective of reducing
the wealth gap between the two
BB of ;iR Mediterranean.

Another challenge is environ-
mental: the EU is the third largest
emitter of greenhouse gases
in the world, after China and
XLI 9RMXIH 7XEXIW
around the Mediterranean can
INTIGX QSVI
heat peaks and less rain. Joint
efforts are essential and there
is a whole social system under
threat, since climate change
affects all member states to

varying degrees. To mitigate cli-
mate change, the EU set up the
European Green Deal to make
Europe climate-neutral by 2050.
More efforts are needed in
terms of adaptation to climate

change, especially for Mediter-
ranean countries, by encourag
ing circular economy, protecting

be@veRIty, Velicowraging green
Ro@jectS, digEsaton of services,

smart cities and more.

lots of
partnerships

There are already
projects  and
MR
instance, on reducing green-
house gases, the Plan Maroc
Vert, capacity building for NGOs
to manage climate hazard,
S pRd- partiesMps Jand twinning
programmes between cities.
Nevertheless, we hardly see
results of these initiatives. Lead -
ership and visibility are lacking,
to show the multiple connec -
tions around the Mediterranean

JVIUYIR

8LI

X
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to citizens of both shores. Put
simply, we need to vulgarise
collaboration and communicate
more about those initiatives
and projects. As a positive side
effect, it might contribute to
change the sometimes nega-
XMZI LMWXSVMGEH
images of citizens from both
shores of the Mediterranean of
each other.

Facing these various global
challenges, this is not the time
JSV GSR»“©MGX ERH
but for human values based on
mutual aid, sharing knowledge,
trust, solidarity (regarding vac-
GMRIW JSV I\EQTPI
Financial support is not the only
answer to all these challenges;
[l YaVWX SJ EPP RIIH
basis for cooperation.

5. Can you share a success
story on Euro-Mediterranean
relations with us?

8LI “VWX I\EQTPI -M
dent of the Moroccan NGO
“CI2RC” (Centre International
de Recherche et de Renforce
ment des Capacités / Interna-
tional Centre for Research and
'ETEGMX] &YMPHMRK
territorial development from
Essaouira. We provide train
ing and conduct projects on
entrepreneurship,  leadership,
digitisation of services and
smart cities, and also partner
with Friedrich Naumann Foun-
HEXMSR 1SVSGGS 7
can easily be transferred or
scaled up to ensure a sustain-
EFPI ERH IUYMXEFPI
In the future, we seek to collabo-
rate with a French NGO from La
Rochelle, to study the impacts of
climate change. There is already

a twinning between the cities of
Essaouira and La Rochelle, two
coastal cities, with commonali -
ties in terms of climate, urban -
isation and architecture.

On a personal level, exchange

> Plogramrmez YamdR €chblarships

represent a life-changing oppor-
tunity for young people in the
region. This was also my case,
when | received a UN scholar
ship (Intergovernmental Panel
SR '"PMQEXI 'LERKI
Goly Thil Rriade Ml XoMVB Raco
Foundation. It provided me with
E KVERX XS %“%RMW-L
sis, to conduct an internship at
E2RAH7 %6 ERVHMXS$ [MR JY
for my research. Personally and
professionally, this opportunity
made ¥ by difenéen&e to me.

W EW 4VIWM
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When it comes to migration in the Mediter-
ranean, the prolonged humanitarian crisis
leaves little room for optimism. More than

{ TISTPI PSWX XLIMV P

FIX[IIR ERH 7SQl
could not leave the southern shore, such
as those intercepted by the Libyan Coast
+YEVH QSVI XLER { MR X
SJ EGGSVHMRK XS 92,
in inhumane centres, or were stopped in
Turkey, where 3.6 million people are cur
rently seeking international protection.
Others managed to reach European shores.
However, in many cases, their fate was like
that of the former: some remained trapped
in degrading camps, others were left to their
own devices, as reported by international
SVKERMWEXMSRW MR +VIIG

These are “collateral effects” of the gov -
ernance of migration established between
Mediterranean shores, which was strength-
ened after the 2015 refugee crisis. In this
model of governance, policies are designed
and funded by host countries on the north-
ern side, though they tend to be implemented
in close collaboration with countries of the
WSYXLIVR WMHI 7YGL E QS
a European agenda increasingly concerned
[MXL FSVHIV WIGYVMX] EW
ing expenditure on coast guards, surveil-
PERGI XIGLRSPSKMIW ERH
control. Brought to the ground of security
and control, the European ideal of a “safe,
ordered and regular migration” turns to its
opposite: today human mobility across the
Mediterranean is dangerous, messy and
irregular.

It is high time to change the course and
make room for a different Euro-Mediter-
ranean agenda on migration. In the short
run, the priority should be to ensure safe and
legal pathways. Without them, increasing
migration control means more dangerous
mobility. For refugees and asylum seekers,
we talk about Protected Entry Procedures

4)4 MRGPYHMRK VIWIXXPI
tarian Visas. Resettlements refer to the

XVERWJIV SJ VIJYKIIW JVSQ beétwket: vouhKie$ 8 YoRginVgnd destina-

TIVQERIRX VIWMHIRGI (IWT
and lagged application in the EU context,
resettlement schemes have been demon-
M<irevgd BisRbexd o WeaswleEand effective
TsblifloR In other contexts, especially for the
most vulnerable refugees. Humanitarian
"MWEW XS FI VIUYIWXIH E
L anth ¥ribassiEsvail @dmbXrl States, secure
6asyEIR sbelke¢s Méright to entry into Europe
before setting foot on the continent. These
policy tools, apart from sparing migrants a
perilous journey, would allow the saving of
the millions of euros that, every year, go to
FSVHIV GSRXVSP ERH XLI %
XVE¥%»GOMRK 7S JEV LSJ[IZ
have been implemented either with great
HM¥%GYPX] VIWIXXPIQIRX -
EHRHREVEMREWYVIW | YQERM
lack of both political willingness and soli-
darity within and among member states has
prevented them from taking hold as main -
stream policy solutions at EU level.

7EJI ERH PIKEP TEXL[E]W
issue that goes beyond asylum and regard
all the categories of human mobility. Given
XLl WMKRMY“GERX PEFSYV
HeRveXrE Bé iMeli®isaxieavt Rshores, eco-
nomic migration seems particularly worthy
X bV attbhtiohHfoF JEX@-Mé&dite3rpnean rela-
tions. Key priorities in this regard are a new
Vis@spstem e yudatib @ Vavk-related entries
and the portability of social and economic
rights. Providing balanced interests and
institutional coherence between host coun -
tries and countries of origin, these mea-
sures not only encourage safer migratory
%»S[W XLI] [SYPH EPWS LIPT
positive effects of economic migration at
SVMKMR MR XLI PSRK VYR
preventing exploitation at the destination (in
XLl WLSVX VYR 7TTEMR JS
guaranteed pension and social security enti-
tlements to Latin American and Moroccan
citizens through bilateral agreements with
countries of origin, which has shown posi-
XMZ1 1JJIGXW 8LI 7TTERMWL
QiEPoKIWorte RuHony ¥ eRaMgood practices
that can be envisioned and implemented

of asylum to another state that grants them

tion. There is no reason to think that analo-
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gous arrangements could not be scaled up
to the Mediterranean region. In this regard,
the ultimate goal and crucial challenge
regard the possibility to go beyond bilateral
agreements and move towards multilateral
frames embracing the whole region.

In the long term, the goal cannot be other
XLER VIHYGMRK MRIUYEPMX
economic migrations have always emerged
to join places at the opposite ends of a
wealth gap. Data on income, education,
wellbeing and development say much in
XLMW VIKEVH XLI 1IHMXIV
apart two distinct worlds in terms of rights
and opportunities. The GDP per capita
of Italy is four times that of Tunisia and
7TTEMR..W MW JMZI XMQIW
average salary on the northern coast of the
Mediterranean is three times that earned
on the opposite side.

X hreakin® the 1isk\b8t@e@rSdev@lbpment aid

8LI VIHYGXMSR SJ MRIU
XLIWI [SVPHW LEW PSRK N
tion policies, framed with the mantra of
“addressing the root causes of migration”.
Unfortunately, the policies adopted so far
have proven to be ineffective. Development
aid represents a paradigmatic example in
this regard. Over the last decades, the EU
amdJits InveribRePstates iYaxd Weed Jeinforc-
ing the subordination of development aid
XS XLI VIUYMVIQIRXW SJ Q
This has not only distorted the essence of
development aid, but it has also generated
Vite BatizeReffédtE inCthé Tointries of origin,
for instance, by hindering economic dynam-
ics among neighbour states. In this sense,
XLl VIHYGXMSR SJ MRIUYEP

and migration control. At the same time, it
calls for complementary solutions, such as
measures that lower transaction costs of
remittances. This said, the solution goes far
beyond the area of migration and develop-
QIRX XLI VIHYGXMSR SJ MH
needs trade and foreign policies that, on the
one hand, respect countries of origin’s key
resources and strategic sectors and, on the
SXLIV GSRWMHIV XLI FIRIY
of society. Many of the people who reached
the Canary Islands at the end of 2020 were
JSVQIV Y“WLIVQIR JVSQ 7IR
PSWX XLIMV NSFW EJXIV - X
ments signed by their government with the
)9 VIRI[IH MR 2SZIQFIV

A new agenda on migration should also
include integration policies. Here, the priority
MW XS IRWYVI WYFWXERXM
GMXMAIRW ERH XLMVH GSYR
As regards formal access to basic rights in
Ol] HSQEMRW SJ MRXIKVEXNM
seems to be achieved in most of the EU: to
a large extent, indeed, the majority of EU
member states de jure recognise TCNs’
rights and opportunities similar to those
granted to nationals. The problems become
evident as we move toward practice. Prob-
lems and obstacles in the implementation
phase hinder the integration process and
often result in the de facto inability to exer-

YEPMX] FIX]
YWXMYIH )9

MKVEXMSR C

MX] EPWS HI'

IUYEPMX] MI

XW JSV PEVE

IKEP [LS LI
LI Y%WLIVMIV

EP IUYEPMX]
XV] REXMSRE

SR JSVQEP

cise the rights and opportunities recognised
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in law. This is the case of hard-to-obtain
documentation limiting access to healthcare
and education or, to mention another promi-
nent example, the lack of resources limiting
integration policies’ scope and effective -
ness. Fundamental rights related to health-
care, housing and employment, often are
de facto precluded. The dramatic pictures
of migrants sleeping in the street that have
marked the recent chronicle of major Euro-
pean cities also have to be seen in the light of
integration cutbacks.

However, the solution is not merely eco-
nomic. Itis also strategic and organisational.
In order to have effective policies that are up

XS XLI GYVVIRX GLEPPIRKIW
to recognise integration as a three-way
process involving migrants, origin and host
countries. Civil society organisations play a
crucial intermediary and catalystic role. In
the Euro-Mediterranean context, this means
more and better collaboration across the
Mediterranean shores; for example, through
the alignment of integration measures in
host countries with emigration and diaspora
policies in countries of origin. Policy options
and tools are already available to Euro-
Mediterranean policymakers. To date, what
has been lacking is the political willingness
to convert them into substantial and effec -

tive policy solutions.

Human Development Index (selected countries, 2018)

7SYVGI 92(4

O | Israel 22
8 Spain 25
5 France 26
3 ltaly 29
Greece 32
Portugal 40
Turkey 59
Algeria 82
Tunisia 91
Lebanon 93
Jordan 102
Libya 110
Egypt 116 «
Morocco 121 <Z(
Syria 154 |
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#YCTF YKPPKP]
9CCF #N -CVGCD I(QT 5CO
JCXKPI "GF 5[TKC VJTQWIJ
VOQYCTFU '"WTQRG WPFGTN
VJG JWOCP DQPFU CETQUL
IGFKVGTTCPGCP 16JGTG K
EQPPGEVKQP CETQUU DOQT
CNN YCPV VQ NKXG KP RG
C DGVVGT HWVWTG HQT Q\

5[TKCP “NC

VJG PGZV

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean

2. Where do you see
the strengths and

YWIH XLI 7]JVMER GS

S[R FIRI¥X

;EOMRK

IGPGTCVKQPU m

R“2MGX J
YT JVS

to you? weaknesses of . .
Euro-Mediterranean this fairy tale about dfemocra}cy
relations? and freedom was disappoint-
The Mediterranean is part of ing for me. At the same time,
my personality, my cultural tradi- meeting lots of people in many
tions and my understanding of | grew up with ideals and val- | countries while promoting my
XLl [SVPH 7]VME MW)| [uekY llike damdcracy, freedom WPQ "*SV TEQE% REQIH EJXI\
up and it is part of the Arab world ERH LYQER VMKLXW| YRV WIWMEYKLXIV [EW|EPWS E V
for me. At the same time, | feel | conceive of them as Western or | of inspiration and hope. | felt
connected to all countries in the J)YVSTIER ZEPYIW 'SRimhtdughRp¢dple’s tears after
region, especially following the | we expected that these soci- | screenings, asking what they
Arab Uprisings. It is something eties would take responsibility, GSYPH HS JSV 7]VME 8LMW

we share and feel we belong to.
7]JVMERW HVIEQ SJ E
such as in Tunisia. It gives us hope
that there is at least one country

which changed for the better after

the revolution, although | know it

is not easy either. | went to Tunisia
last year, which was very emo-

tional for me.

act and show solidarity with
HTZVRIETRQVREKY VM R K XL
the case at the beginning of the
refugee crisis, but with more

people coming to Europe, we
also observed a certain instru-
mentalisation of refugees for

TSPMXMGEP EKIRHE
countries and governments
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me hope, also to show that we
fEEeViot Bdnihgvto[EIYEpe to take
away opportunities from others,
as some would have people
believe. There is a human con
nection across borders and we
all want to live in peace and have

Vel bXtde MRUKe for @idélves and
the next generations.




When | started working on “For
7EQE %o HMH RSX
a huge resonance. Another

7]VMER JMPQ EFSY
war — | was told not have high
expectations. When the film
was released, | was shocked
at how many people wanted to
watch it. This is how the “Action

JSV 7TEQE% GEQTEM
It was a new kind of challenge,
VIUYMVMRK VIEP E
goals, which seems difficult
having in mind what happens
MR 7]VME 1ZIV] HE]
the day | received the BAFTA
award in 2020 (category: “Best
(SGYQIRXEV] % XL
over 3.5 million civilians in Idlib
being displaced and threat-
ened to be killed. Transforming
sympathy and awareness into
action was both very difficult
and a great human experience.
We reached decision makers
through screenings in the UK
4EVPMEQIRX  XLI
and at the United Nations, and
organised bilateral meetings
with politicians in Europe.

9

When people ask what they
GER HS [l Y“VWX X
WTVIEH XLI [SVH EFS
It is an easy and accessible tool
for understanding the situation
MR 7]VME 7IGSRHP]
JSV T7EQE% [IFWMX
tools to participate by sharing
support on social media and
by contacting elected repre-
sentatives. Lastly, we build on
donations and volunteering,
EPWS MR 7]VME 31
no magic solution, and nothing
will change radically, but small
steps will lead to change.

¢

3. To what extent was
N\ TYREPX MRKGIV XLI [E]
it as a woman different?

X VIJYKIIW ERH
%X Y%VWX - HMH RS
E “WPQ *MPQMRK 1Z]

7]VME [EW GLEPPIRK

ways: | was an inexperienced

“PQQEOIV FYX MX |

KRLEEXWKEZNRI WS QY¥G

ity — having no plan where and

RHLEXG XBIZBERQPHERH [SV
limitations. As a woman, | was
interested in and felt many things

*Bat wére WobabRy Gadt relevant
to men. While for me, there were
so many details and experiences,

| ®kn nidr¥ Bs | went through it
EW E QSXLIV ERH VI
through the camera. | could
also build trust among women,
because they saw me pregnant
[MXL 7TEQE ERH REXY
to talk to me. Of course, there
[IVI EPWS QER] HM#%(
woman, but it was really worth it.

7 Bécau&ou Wités as women in
7]ZVME ERH MR XLI VI
things people usually hear, so it
KMZIW XLI “4PQ E HMJ
understanding and honesty.

IPPLELIQEXIV Q] “4PQ Z

5 Yadd dfferentsfiro@ others is also
XLl JEGX XLEX EW
the Director, leading the whole
precess untiv B>pMsemation to

| thé YUBIEEMIHIEW my story and
what | experienced. Unfortu-
nately, my situation in itself is not
YRMUYI

5 3. YHewwdo youlsew theMEW's
role in the region?

We want to change something
MR 7]VME ERH [l
has a stake with us in this — in
7]7VME B8YRMWME SV
where we can work together

Jl

towards improving life for citi -
S¥ndd BOVID-19 makes it very
clear: when one country is con-
cerned, it affects almost the
XwholeMi@d. Sie MM aseV has
V did igtgreBtNin] ¢ollebBrating with
MRKVMR WIREWEHMRK VI
SRI QIWIPJ LEZMRK
Eiv20T6/thdiyvTPKey to reach
Lthé2WKM IE M Fmportant to have
refugees speak for themselves
OavicRtE paMidipag Y You need to
gather people around one table
and bring refugees to talk about
their own issues and problems.
You do not set a system or broker
for them from your perspective;
“RHMRK WSPYXMSRW
sth@npEkspective. XYou go to their
table, not bring them to yours. |
am highlighting the participatory
approach here. It should work
ViErewyh yritRratamtling, honesty,
trust and sharing the same val-
5 YiEsan IbMieEW E

It is also important for me to
K dbmRerftl ohl the Xminology of
7]VME FIMRK MR E "GN
JIVIRNQPE]JVYNI G X 2S)
it as a revolution — but instead
talking about it as a civil war
IVMXRMMJMYMERW OMPP
ERH “KLXMRK XLI VY|
ks PRUPEERIs 4 E&hpaign by
Russia and the Assad regime. |
HS RSX UYIWXMSR [L
ERH WXMPP LETTIRW
about what you call it. We always
try to highlight this: you can call
MX GSR¥%MGX [EV SV
is not a civil war for me.

5. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can address

| p topetes in the future?

Hiefe @rs YcRrkeXtly negotia-
tions with countries about return -

JYKITW
Y1H %P1

WLSYPH

MZMP [EV
QIRXM S

MRK TEG
PMRK GP

EX LETTI
/ MR 7]V

W XVY KK




MRK 7]VMER VIJYKIIW
XLl WMXYEXMSR MR
stable and that the ruling system
is accepted by the population,
some even mention elections. All
this will never happen if Assad is
still ruling the country and this
should be made very clear. We
HMH RSX %Il 7]VME F
war, but because of the Assad
regime. Any discussion on the
country’s future should include
%WWEH FIMRK SYX
facing trial by an international
court. These and many more
UYIWXMSRW WLSYPH
before we even talk about return-
MRK XS 7]VME 8LI )9
MR%“YIRGI SR XLMW

6. Can you share a success
story with us?

"*SV 7EQE% MXWIP
INTIGXIH XS LEZI WY
ence and impact. Not just
regarding the awards and the
spread of information on the
war, but also the impact on
7IVMERW XLIQWIPZIV
QSWX TVSYH SJ MW
MHIRXMJ] [MXL ~*SV
that they feel it is their story. |
VIGIMZI QIWWEKIW J
who are still under control of
the regime, saying they will
GSRXMRYIl XLI %KLX
Another success for me was the
awards ceremony and the fact
that we were able to talk about
*VII 7]VME EX ZIV]
events, such as the BAFTA and
Oscar ceremonies. Also, the
statement | made with my dress
at the Oscars, showing Arabic
words translated as: “We dare to
dream, we do not regret asking
for dignity.” We might have lost
so many things on the ground,
but we own this narrative.

7SQlI GPEMQ
7]VME MW RS]

IGEYWI SJ XLI

SJ 7]VME ERH

FI EHHVIWWIH

LEW E QENSYV

J RIZIV
GL ER MR¥%Y
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1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

My relationship with the
Mediterranean is very intimate —
my mother comes from France,
my father from Egypt. | am, so
to say, the result of Mediter-
ranean relations. Our bonds are
beautiful, rich and old. | was
always proud of telling friends
at school | was French-Arab
or French-Egyptian. | became
more French through education,
but | wanted to further discover

also fostered my identity as a
French Egyptian or as a Eure
pean Arab.

2. Where do you see
the strengths and
weaknesses of
Euro-Mediterranean
relations?

Nowadays, we have mostly
functioning political institutions
in Europe. European democ
racy is also a public space with
free media, where we can freely

Q] JEXLIV..W GYPXYVlacgeSs infrnkatidR kiAd express

Arabic as an adult and worked
SR 7]VME JSV ER 2+
2011, I could freely vote in Egypt
for the first time and my dual
citizenship became real, which

ourselves. We Europeans are
3 ehpoweEdd ¥ ShareRnd debate
different views to solve prob -
lems. While we might disagree
with Viktor Orban in Hungary, we
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also have allies such as politi-
cians, foundations, NGOs and
journalists there.

In the southern Mediterranean,
this is often not the case. When
the Euro-Mediterranean Parlia-
mentary Assembly convenes,
you might expect that relevant
topics are freely discussed —
for instance climate change,
VYPI SJ PE[ ERH KIR
However, most of the southern
Mediterranean countries are
semi-authoritarian or authoritar -
ian regimes and do not allow for
such a public space. This also
transpires in the depth of EU
partnerships. On one side, there
is the EU concluding associa-
tion agreements, backed by the
European Parliament as well

HIV IUYE



as national parliaments, civil
society and media. On the other
side, there are mostly southern
Mediterranean governments
without any accountability or
transparency, a so-called parlia-
ment and maybe a few NGOs
and journalists. There is a huge
contrast between the hundreds
of millions of citizens on the
WSYXLIVR ERO ERH
we barely hear about how they
think.

3. What are the main
challenges for France
and Egypt now and in the
future?

Nowadays, the global menace
of populism erodes democracy
from within. It brought the cur -
rent authoritarian regime in
Egypt into power: people were
HMWWEXMW%IH ER
mostly peacefully against the
then elected government, but
XLIT [IVI EPWS Y%4RI M
pect of breaking a constitution
that had been approved by ref
erendum, restoring military rule
and a wish for new elections.
This belief in improvement, while
disregarding the rule of law,
partly originates from the fact
that citizens were not used to
democratic systems. In France,
| experienced the underlying
populist menace with the “Yel-
low Vests” movement. Whether
you live in the French Ardéche
or in a poor neighbourhood of
Cairo, you often do not feel you
belong or feel represented. |
observed similar tendencies in
Germany while volunteering for
six months in Hitzacker last year.
We need to restore trust, whether
MR )YVSTI SV MR XLI

IRZMVSRQIRX MR XLI

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the southern
Mediterranean?

The EU has a moral obligation
to poke its nose into what dicta -
tors call “internal meddling in
domestic affairs”. These are not
only domestic affairs, but relate
to our universal values. When
¥dmleoh& (5 XnjXsth\E détained —
or worse — for supporting values
that are fundamentally ours too,
we should stand by this person.
It is obviously sensitive: Euro-
peans can never be heard with
out the weight of colonial history
and the wrongdoings that our
grandparents naively or delib-
erately encouraged throughout
the decades. Europeans are not
solely seen through the lens of
democracy, but also through
our own historical mistakes.
However, we should not be

H trick@dvistX $9vh¥ Iregimes’ pro -

paganda: upholding universal
values, often in the name of a
XreprédskedT @ VBociety, is not
neo-colonialism.

5. What are the challenges
European and
Mediterranean countries
can address together in
the future?

Climate change is a top priority
for the EU, with direct effects on
both sides of the Mediterranean.
However, progress takes time
and there are hardly trans-
parency or reliable statistics in
the southern Mediterranean.
For instance, beaches in Egypt,
Libya and Algeria are mostly
military property, so Europe
has to deal with the military
Qo8 V| polity Y06 érvKonmental
788 Xnaritime affairs. This is

challenging, once you stumble
upon state corruption instead
of saving biodiversity. We also
need to invest in democracy —
in Morocco, Tunisia, Lebanon,
Israel-Palestine and wherever
we can — knowing that it will
have a long-term added value if
Tunisia stands as a stable and
democratic Arab model.

6. Can you share a success
story related to Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

0IX YW XEOI "7]VMER
E FERH SJ 7]VMER
who were mostly new refugees
in Belgium in 2016. They have
played 21 debate-concerts in
Europe since, sending a strong
message for solidarity and social
inclusion. As a co-founder, my
aim was to act and respond to the
growing hate towards refugees.

We combine concerts with
debates, to allow for a deeper
interaction with guests. The
idea was born after the Paris
terrorist attacks in 2015. |
organised a private concert with
RI[P] EVVMZIH 7]VM
at my home, against the back-
drop of a worsening public dis-
course on migration. Just after
the Brussels terrorist attacks
in 2016, | co-organised a big
ger concert in Brussels with

KYIWXW 8LMW ¥4
ERH Q] *EGIFSSO TV
HIRSYRGIH F] 7XI1ZI
Breitbart News. | was accused
of giving free tickets to new
refugees only, not Europeans
who had to pay, and promoting
Oriental rather than Western
music. But this was only the
beginning of many more con-
certs.

W +SX 8E
QYWMG N

ER VIJYl

VWX GSH
SYPIl [IV
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We did not expect such strong
support from local Belgian com -
munities in addition to refugee
host families. The professional
7]ZVMER QYWMGMERYV
to give back to those who had
LIPTIH XLIQ Y“4RH E |
above all through the universal
language of music. One cannot
imagine how proud they were to
play their music, interact with
the audience and to be given a
voice in the local media. During
the debates, we humanised what
some media and politicians

V [IVI LETT]

RI[ LSQI

VIHYGIH XS “7]VMER VIJYKIIW %

The concerts intended to pro-

ZMHI WIPJ MHIRXMY“WGEXMSR ERH PSXW

of positive energy. In particular,
at a moment when media were
solely focused on European
terrorist attacks and some Euro-
pean suspects who might have

TEWWIH F] 7]VME « GYMQMREPW [LS

7IVMERW %IIMRK %W
sion or the so-called “Islamic

WEH.. W VITVIW

TXEXI1% -7 [IVI YRNYWXP] EWWMQM

lated into. We wanted to make
XLIWI 7]JVMERW YRH
they could bring many good
things to Europe and that they
needed to act, otherwise people
would not change their minds.

;1 RITH XS %KLX |
with inclusion and prevent our
divided societies from further
divisions through a genuine
Euro-Mediterranean exchange,
far from institutional debates.
Many of the bonds created
remain strong to this day. Once
the situation allows for it, we will
organise concerts again.

IVWXERH XLEX

GPYWMSR
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A cooperative approach
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The Mediterranean region has not lacked
ambitious initiatives to address its security
ERH HIJIRGI TVSFPIQW 8LI
Flank” of the Cold War gave path to several
cooperation initiatives such as the Euro-
1IHMXIV VERIER 4EVXRIVWLM
a zone of peace, stability and security in
1995. There was also the failed attempt to
set up the Euro-Mediterranean Charter for
41EGI ERH 7XEFMPMX] XS TV
crises by means of security cooperation in

7YGL MRMXMEXMZIW W-L
sive approach towards security, the same as
that which had allowed the Conference for
71GYVMX] ERH 'SSTIVEXMSR
the gap between eastern and western Europe

MR XLI TVIZMSYW HIGEHIW
SRI EQSRK HMJJIVIRX KSEHF
cooperation, though it had a prominent role
in Euro-Mediterranean relations due to the
TSXIRXMEP MQTEGX SJ EVQ
regional stability.

8[IRX] %zl JIEVW PEXIV X
come is lower than expected. An armed
GSR%2MGX VIQEMRW EGXMZI
seems to be coming to an end in Libya, while
QMPMXEV] EGXMSRW GSRXM
WYPE ERH -VEU ERH JVS”IE
the Israeli-Palestinian, the Greek-Turkish
ERH XLI 1SVSGGER 7ELVE[M
to time. Current cooperative frameworks in
place, such as the 5+5 Initiative of Defence
or NATO’s Mediterranean Dialogue and
the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative have
increased military collaboration, but they
have neither settled any of the lingering
GSR%MGXW RSV [MHIRIH X
non-military challenges of security, such
as migration, cyber and organised crime,
environmental emergencies or pandemics,
among others.

7YGL WTEVWI VIWYPXW EV
the internal limitations of the Euro-Mediter-
ranean cooperation process, but also to the
emergence of new drivers that are changing
the strategic context as well. Firstly, the
WIXXPIQIRX SJ GSR%»MGXW- N\
cated than before, due to the presence of new

competition. Russia, China, Turkey and some
+YPJ 7TXEXIW %4PP XLI KVS[M
QurdHbcCup$ poxitidné Rf political, economic
ERH QMPMXEV] MR%“YIRGI
shows, any future cooperation scheme will
Thayd @ deabwith ¥th& @uBad¢eh of regional and
sub-regional geopolitics.

7IGSRHP] XLI

| ZarR ikvok/ e R &thdiSaralgn EoRcels under the
92 2%83 SV )9 “LEKW MR V
E ¢ IdHartginG, SIQeTtY thel Roubts about their
effectiveness after the negative experi-
IRGIW SJ -VEU %JKLERMWX
M&here. \N8waldays§ nkillal Hhikerventions are
conducted by proxies, mercenaries, drones
7dr@ gpedibXdpdratns Sdrceg, because mili-
P Wary pfolans @riextéllictadtSov/put boots on the
ground, with the only exception of counter-
ing jihadist terrorism, as in the cases of the

XMSREP 8IVVSVMWQ MR -VE
MR XLI 7ELIP
_ Inatoh& Stdtepic int&esds, such as those of

MR 7]VME ERSXLIV SRI

Under this new pattern, military coopera-
Riwn i fowX focugell BrE dapdciti MuRding
aB @G Raeddra@ingly, ieynatlonal Wsecurity
assistance tends to complement, but not to
@pIRCE |dodlSSEcutivl @@danisations in the
QEREKIQIRX SJ GSRYMGXW
versus “leading” role. In this regard, the EU
has developed new mechanisms, such as
the European Peace Facility to facilitate the
military assistance of EU countries to local
actors in order to increase the ownership
L BMdvresNien & Tolf reg®naX arid subregional

organisations.

R

8LMVHP]
main sources of regional insecurity. The
whole region is facing a combination of

| sRugNXralSsBUrdes tofvinseXusity, such as the
digital divide, technological disruption and
environmental sustainability, to mention just
a few that surpass the capacity of military
instruments. These new “glocal” or domestic

VI \bbnBeBs RBease @S @aliRdviof insecurity,
not only at the governmental level, but also

actors with their own agendas of strategic

at societal and individual levels. The ongoing

o)
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geopolitical confrontation among global and

regional powers does not necessarily lead to
armed confrontations, but the weaponisation
of the commercial, technological, and diplo -
matic instruments aggravate the existing
political and social fault lines.

The variety and number of intrastate
and intrasocietal sources of insecurity
are increasing, due to an accumulation
SJ KVMIZERGIW ERH MRIU
at risk the political and social stability of
countries. Whoever may be the most guilty,
be they the governments unable to deliver
good governance, democracy and rule of
law, or the disruptive impact of globalisation
on the economy, the environment and wel-
fare of societies and individuals, tensions
mount from bottom up and the solutions
are beyond the reach of traditional military
instruments. As a result of this viral — and
virtual — accumulation of insecurity and
uncertainty, the setting of the security pri-
orities in the Mediterranean agenda is more
complicated than ever.

Any new initiative to improve Euro-
Mediterranean security should consider
both the reasons why past approaches
to cooperation have failed, as well as the
new dynamics of security. To start with,
the development of a Euro-Mediterranean
security community in the region should
be rooted in and eased by a pre-existing
“Mediterranean identity” that does not yet
exist as such. In order to develop such a
feeling of identity, the security community
must deliver common responses to shared
security perceptions, the same kind of
bonds that helped the EU to construct its
own security identity. As the Euro-Mediter-
ranean record shows, military threats have
not been able to frame such an identity,
thus future initiatives should pay more
attention to developing closer bonds for
the security and welfare of populations.
Beyond the theological debate between
interests and values, the construction of
the Euro-Mediterranean security commu-
nity should put the security of populations
before the security of systems. To give an
example, any joint military action to provide
health assistance when facing a pandemic
— or emergency aid in natural disasters —
would deliver a greater sense of security
and identity, and stronger bonds to the
Euro-Mediterranean region than any other
military instrument of cooperation.

Finally, and in order to avoid repeating the
mistakes of previous approaches, the con-
struction must progress through pragmatic
B enklisXngtédd of ifeasBd.ongsy Against the
temptation of constructing overarching top-
down structures, security arrangements
should be constructed bottom up to include
those willing and able to cooperate. As long
as resources are limited and the security

GSRXI\X MW XSS %YMH MR
too ambitious and long-term agendas, joint
initiatives should boost those security agen -
das able to add value in the short term. Last
but not less important, security bonds must
deliver tangible goods to the populations of
the Mediterranean, so that they feel more
secure together than alone.
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-QGTV &GDGWH /KFFNG 'CU
CPF HQTOGT #FXKUQT VQ $¢
JKPKUVGT )W[ 8GTJQHUVCFV
NKMG VQ UGG VJG '7 OQTG
1I9JGP VJG hDKI DQ[Ui “1JV \
ECP QPN[ UVGR DCEM +V K
DGECWUG QH VJG NCEM QH
TGCN RQNKVKECN YKNN KO
VIJG #TCD 7RTKUKPIU VJCV
OKUUGF CP QRRQTVWPKV][ \
EQPPGEVKQPU CPF PGY DOQF

VIG /IGFKVGTTCPGCP m

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

Despite being Belgian, | some
how feel more Mediterranean.
It has always fascinated me, |
learned Ancient Greek and Latin
ERH ¥%“WVWX GVSWWEHH
VERIER JSV OIFERSR
2009. Historically, the Mediter-
ranean is one and the same to
me, but with two different sides.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

Looking back since the start
of the Barcelona Process, weak
nesses outweigh strengths.
Firstly, colonialism interferes
IXdtdricallyHakbXebyhplicates EU-

EARED r@lhtiodsEn Mahy ways. Be
it for security, defence or other
areas, the EU sees the other side
of the Mediterranean mainly as

- WRH MX XLI QSWX M RXmafkév X R as & \pattner.

of the world and | feel very happy
on both sides of the sea.

In extraordinary moments, both
may become partners, such
EW HYVMRK XLI -VEU
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Wars. Apart from that, it unfor-
XYREXIP] VIQEMRW ER
uneasy relationship with little
IZSPYXMSR 7IGSRHB
tion of danger is not the same
in Europe and the Arab world.
Many countries would point out
Iran as a major security threat,
an assessment which is not
necessarily shared by Europe.
Thirdly, there are countries such
as Turkey, Morocco and Tunisia
which sometimes feel closer to
Europe than to other parts of the
MENA region, but their EU mem
bership is unfortunately not an
) dptidhifokthd EWY P J

]
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One of the major global threats
is what | call “tribalisation” in my
book (“Tribalization: Why war is
G S QMR K % e KSN
the tribe we know best. Tribal
fundamentalist groups, from a
religious or nationalist point, will
continue to undermine stabil -
ity, democracy and other core
values of society. There could
be lots of cooperation on con -
tent and not only on exchanging
spyware between European and
%VEF GSYRXVMIW -
IWNEQTPI .SVHER 7E
Germany and France — very dif
ferent strategies for dealing with
it. We missed an opportunity to
learn from each other, but it is
not lost yet. With some open-
ness, we could work together
on what | see as the major chal-
lenge of our future: radicalisa-
tion of all sorts, extreme right
in Europe and jihadism in the
Middle East, which for me are
two sides of the same coin.

3. Seen from Belgium, which
are the main challenges
the region is facing now
and in the years to come?

Belgium has little self-interest
in the Mediterranean, apart from
migration, prevention of terror-
ism and the economy. Generally,
there is not much for Belgium
to do, with some exceptions.
For example, after the Brus
sels terrorist attacks in 2016,
where important information
about terrorist cases was pro-
vided by Turkish and Moroccan
secret services. Concerning the
economy, it sounds strange, but
Belgium is a small country with
not such a small economy. For
instance, a Belgian company
HYK SYX TEVXW SJ

Canal in Egypt, and the Egyptian
"7TXIPPE% FIIV LEW
in Brussels and Alexandria.

I R Ker& Br& @any Mteresting his-

torical connections. However,
they remain limited, compared

XS GSYRXVMIW PMQ

France and Greece.

There is another aspect to take
into account: the local com-
munities of Moroccan, Turkish,
Algerian, Egyptian, Lebanese

connection back to their coun-
tries. For instance, the situa-
tion in Belgium might heat up if
something happens in Turkey,
as seen around the coup d’état
attempt in 2016. This connec-
tion, affecting probably less
than 10 per cent of the popula-
tion, is obviously politically and
economically underestimated.

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

(YVMRK XLI %%VWX
the Arab Uprisings in 2011, the
EU had hope. But as this hope
was not supported by money,

RSXLMRK GLERKIH
institutionally. After the coups
in several countries and the lost
hope for democracy, Europe
returned to its old modus
operandi, which is that consen-
sus is possible if there is eco-
nomic gain. Politically, the EU is
still not interested in the Middle
East and current efforts focus
on stopping migration and ter-
rorism. Of course, these are EU
priorities and some EU member
states are more involved. For
Italy and France, for instance,
economic and energy interests

X late ®iti¢alaNd their competition

7-HERMW7E MBEBHGMXM"
Y Belgiugb ¥riel FvibEhave a strong

1

has contributed to fuelling the

L WaHrULYoizaV ThE\EW is unable to

act, because it is France against
Italy, or put more simply: when
XLl "FMK FS]W %o
only step back. It is also partly
| beeXuSdPdf the [Adk MfRnitiative
and real political will immedi -
ately after the Arab Uprisings
that Europe has missed an
opportunity to forge new con -
nections and new bonds around
the Mediterranean.

IRW PMZMRK MR

Another area where better col-
laboration is absolutely needed
are the ongoing conflicts in
7]VME ERH OMF]E -
that we work together on solu-
tions, as much as possible and
MR ER IUYEP [E] 'Y
is not happening, as various
European countries side with
different Middle Eastern coun-
tries. We currently see a kind
of almost Mediterranean civil
war happening in countries of
the eastern Mediterranean.
Cooperation exists bilaterally,
but not multilaterally.

JIEVW EJXIV

5. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean

4 R ERIGNgERPIpces v

together?

Culture and Education are
TIVLETW XLI
opportunities. There is much
lack of knowledge and interest,
or the former leading to the
latter. People usually underes-
timate how different the Arab
world is in its core, and therefore
all the more interesting. We also
tend to forget that we have his-
torically much in common. We
have forgotten all the intercon-
nections that existed between
the East and the West for three

YaKL
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millennia. These important inter -
connections pushed both sides
of the Mediterranean forward
every time. | am convinced that,
by reviving those connections, it
can happen again.

For instance, the Renaissance
ERH XLI
Philosophy in Europe in the 13"
century was based on transla-
XMSRW SJ %VEFMG
mainly in Toledo. The impact of
this connection between Europe
and the Arab world that lasted
for three centuries is still under-
estimated and little known both
in Europe and the Arab world.
By sharing thoughts and ideas
on living together within the
Ottoman Empire, the Balkans
and in France, we can learn
much from history and from
each other, for example, how to
deal with minorities and multi -
culturality. We need to get rid of
the stereotypes of the “tolerant
West” and the “intolerant East”,
of the “democratic West” as
opposed to the “despotic East”.
We need to showcase the impor-
tant moments in history which
have fertilised both sides.

6. Do you have a
success story on Euro-
Mediterranean relations
to share with us?

This is an anecdote: | was the

“VWX )YVSTIER S%G
OMF]E ERH 7]VME HY

+SMRK XS RSVXLIVR
rebel area, | realised that the UN
humanitarian aid, which was
also EU aid, did not arrive there
because everything had to go
through Damascus. All aid going
to the opponents was obviously
stopped by the Assad regime.

WTVIEH SJ 7

[

| discussed and wrote about
this, among others, to former
EU Commissioner Kristalina

+ISVKMIZE 7LI
vide humanitarian aid to the
North. It was a very emotional
situation and what | saw was
absolutely dramatic.
GMIRGIW ERH

This example shows that,
because the EU bypassed legal
Savi@ pdlitidaR ofsTaEIMER it was
able to help tens of thousands
of people, and probably even
saved lives. This concrete
example might teach us that, in
order to move forward in rela-
tionships, we sometimes need
to become more personal and
less institutional.

MEP IRXIVMRK
VMRK XLI [EV
7]VME ERH XLI
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1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

To me, the Mediterranean
71E MW RSX E HMZM
between countries, but a place
where we can gather. And if
there is such a divide, it runs
more from East to West rather
XLER JVSQ 2SVXL X
instance, Tunisia, Algeria and
Morocco have many similarities
and intrapersonal connections
[MXL 7TEMR -XEP]
As an anecdote, the PIN code
of my mobile was “1538” for
years — the coordinates of the
7XVEMX SJ 1IWWMR

qg U U) FIPMIZIH
centre of the Mediterranean.

2. What are the strengths
and weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

The main weakness in the
HdouthérnEMdditelrah®an stems
from a lack of cooperation
between countries. There are
many political issues among
countries, for instance, between
S MBXKXMMESKERH 1SV-S
cient trust makes countries look
for allies and partners elsewhere
and develop their own strate-
Egies] whi¢tE R @ big endeavour

for each country.

| see the Mediterranean basin

E EWqWBQURLMRK %YM
Xc®cufar polidies to address it,
however most are currently
blocked. Take the example of
the Algerian-Moroccan border,
closed for more than 25 years.
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Metaphorically speaking, we
feel that the electric power does
not circulate amongst southern
Mediterranean countries. This
does not apply to the northern
part of the Mediterranean which
are EU members, because the
EU helps to lubricate relation-
ships between countries, opens
borders and allows people to
GdBllate-fiR& . YFgr me, the main
challenge is to make politics and
international relationships more
%YMH ERH PIWW WIPZY

7TTIEOMRK SJ XLI W
threshold to be overcome is not
that high. Cultures are similar

H an@,Rif d&splkedV are resolved,
collaboration can develop very
UYMGOP] « TISTPI E
both shores of the Mediter-
ranean. Citizens in the region

have many positive expectations,

W L
VIRKXLW
VI VIEH]



and regimes in the southern
Mediterranean cannot stop this

dynamic, but only delay the pro-
cess. | still have hope for change,
especially in Algeria. We are very
pragmatic and believe that there

is no failure at popular attempts

for democracy and freedom, only
a repetition. Considering what
happened ten years ago and in
2019 as lessons to be learned,
there is an evolution. In 2019, we
observed a good way of addres-
sing the regime. People did not
resort to violence, which might

have led to a degradation of the
situation. Citizens, as well as the
regime, have to undergo a learn
ing curve. Hopefully, they will
understand that there is a need
for compromise.

3. What are the main
challenges for Algeria
now and in the years to
come?

The biggest challenge for the
Algerian regime is to manage
the social and political demands
for change. The second chal-
lenge is economics, where the
regime wasted time in trying to

Y““RH WSPYXMSRW SR

its economic model. The mental -
ity of the regime is a challenge,
but the demand for change is
unstoppable.

The third challenge is related
to security, mainly insecurity.
Algeria currently has an open
front at almost all its borders
e MR XLI
Tunisia against AQMI and also
in Mali and Niger. The Algerian
Army and the security apparatus
were not designed to cover such
a big country with more than
{ OQ SJ FSVHIVW

7TELEVE M

2011, the Army covered only the
northern part of the country.
After the Arab Uprisings and
MWWYIW MR OMFI]E
the Algerian Army discovered
the difference between map and
territory and the need to operate
with the same means. The Army
invests a lot in border securitisa-
tion and Algeria has managed to
secure the area so far. But for
how long? When speaking about
tensions at the borders or in
border regions, we have to keep
in mind that this includes terror -
ism, criminality, rebellion, drug
XVE¥% GOMRK
and migration.

4. How do you see the EU’s
role in the region?

One of the EU’s weaknesses
is that it has too many member
countries and a lot of bureau-
GVEG] 7SQl
keen to depict the EU as an evil
power, organising plots in the
region and financing organisa-
tions. The EU is purposefully
used as a scarecrow image by
Arab regimes, and yet there is
a demand for more money and

p8&rinedshigs L EAR Krle, this is

one of the main reasons for the
minimal cooperation in Euro-
pean programmes, and we also
see that cooperation varies,
depending on the country and
the policy area.

5. What are the challenges

R OtherEjUzand[WeRtiterranean

countries can face
together?

1 YaVWXP]

the  “teacher-pupil” attitude

IRKMPAR 2SVXL ERH 7

R HronX &n Algé&riah Perspective.

M P P | K E Polldb&&ted aii McRavige Ktheir

%VEF VIKMaQ yau slxela

RITH XS

S Yhete isNhdtgnt communication

want to have an honest relation-
ship. Unfortunately, | do not see
it happening, nor did | see or feel

The main challenge in coop-
eration is not to be too intrusive
and still to have reforms and
transformation. Challenges
we can face together related
to North African countries are,
for instance, the protection of
human rights and freedom of
speech. The EU should play a
role in lubricating the relation-
ships between countries of the
WSYXLIVR “ERO XS

attitudes. If the EU helps to fos-
ter a North African or Maghrebi
community, we could reach
common opinions and common
visions between the two sides of
the Mediterranean, which would
VIEPP] FIRI%ZX SYV V

success story in the
region with us?

Programmes in the cultural
field and on a common Mediter-
ranean heritage usually work
well. However, in the early
2000s and for almost one
decade, the EU tried to work on
economic and administrative
reforms, as well as on gover-
nance in Algeria, which was far
less successful.

Generally speaking, Algerians
and the Algerian Army are very
proud of their independence and
sovereignty. With the issue of
illegal migration in the Mediter-
ranean, the Algerian Navy has
become more open, notably
to@drdsRi€ | international com -
munity and especially the EU.

IPEXMSR)
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[MXL -XEP] *VERGI ERH 7TEMR JSV
search and rescue missions and
the Algerian Navy naturally inte-
grated the Mediterranean naval
community. They helped to save
hundreds of non-Algerians —
Europeans at sea and migrants.
LMW ZIV] WTIGMYG “IPH SJ GSPPEF
oration is a token of openness
by Algerian actors, which could
have a trigger effect. It might be
a sad example, but | see it as a
very positive and important sign
and it underlines that we belong
to something common.
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3.6.
Urban bonds

How can cooperation
between and through
cities revive Euro-
Mediterranean relations?

By
Hannah Abdullah,
7IRMSV 6IWIEVGL *IPPS[] +PSFEP '"MXMI
CIDOB — Barcelona Centre for International Affairs
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Euro-Mediterranean relations have been in
gridlock for the past two decades, stalling
under multiple pressures, from diverging
national interests to geopolitical tensions
and growing populism. With the onset of
the COVID-19 crisis, these pressures have
MRXIRWMYIH ERH QER] REX
have turned inwards, overwhelmed by the
challenges they face at home. But the health
emergency has also shown how cities in the
region have not only resisted the impulse
to withdraw from collaboration, but have
actively sought transnational exchanges
as part of their crisis management. Over
the past year, cities in the northern and
southern Mediterranean — like their counter -
parts across the world — have collaborated
intensely to share experiences and solutions
on how to tackle the pandemic and its mid-
to long-term socioeconomic impacts. The
speed and success with which these local
government alliances were rolled out was
made possible by well-established city net-
works and other decentralised cooperation
mechanisms, many of which date back to the
early 1990s.

Compared with the faltering Euro-Mediter-
ranean intergovernmental process, coopera-
tion at city level has been thriving. Regional
networks like MedCities have progressively
grown and some of the most important
global city networks, such as United Cities
ERH OSGEP +SZIVRQIRXW
XMIW %PPMERGI LEZI GVIE
programmes. The European Union and Union
for the Mediterranean have also stepped up
support and capacities for sustainable urban
HIZIPSTQIRX TVSNIGXW MR -X
bourhood. Further, both bodies have sought
to strengthen multilevel governance mecha-
nisms to better engage local authorities in the
Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. For exam
ple, in 2010 the European Committee of the
Regions launched the Euro-Mediterranean
6IKMSREP ERH OSGEP %W\
ERH MR XLl 9J1 EHSTXIH
Agenda to establish a more integrated
approach to policies concerning sustainable
urban development in Mediterranean coun-

role in policy design and implementation.
TMQMPEVP]
Germany’s GIZ and international organisa
tions, such as the World Bank’s Centre for

collaboration with and between local govern -
M RenEs B kéy piidnNoRI@iIrRvrkiin the region.

When exploring this “urban turn” in Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation, it is important
to stress that it is part of a global boom in
city networking. It is also part of the broader
recognition in global public policy debates
that urbanisation will fundamentally shape
our future, and that cities are not only prob-
PIQ LSXWTSXW FYX
transformation. Yet, given this more general
trend towards adopting an urban lens to
solving the big challenges of our time, it is
surprising that most of the Euro-Mediterra -
nean alliances that are created between and
through cities still happen in parallel to con -
versations at intergovernmental level. Local
government collaboration and urban devel-
opment issues are all too often treated as
thematic subsections of the Euro-Mediter-
ranean Partnership.

In part, this is due to the intergovernmen-
tal setup of the UfM and related cooperation
frameworks, which impede effective multi -
level processes and horizontal decision mak-
ing. Unfortunately, platforms like ARLEM and

9 tietUfMEURDEIN Adenda have so far changed

Xlitte iV thisMeg & d W el @rdbiEnGwith these
structural constraints is that the silo-based
thinking and top-down governance they fos-
XIV SIXIR HS RSX TVSZMHI

L Lo 7h® Yisks ofvoRr @rbihkabe. With estimates
WYKKIWXMRK XLEX { sJ X
population will live in urban areas by 2030,
ERH [MXL XLI 7SYXL LEZMRK
urbanisation rates worldwide, the impacts of
regional urbanisation dynamics are not lim -
ited to technical urban planning issues, but

V lcQtRiRhsvedaly) pdross all dimensions of

NVXditertanedv XolhoFadR — from political
to economic and sociocultural relations.

Moving forward, there is great potential in

tries and to give local governments a greater

REXMSREP HIZIR

I1ITHMXIVVERIER -RXIKVEXMSR
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recognising that city-level cooperation can
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act as a transversal approach to rethink-
ing and reviving Mediterranean bonds in
a bottom-up and citizen-centred manner.
Three opportunities stand out here.

Firstly, the positive results of city-to-city
relations can potentially serve as an anti-
dote to the frustration and disillusionment
with the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.
Cooperation efforts at national level are
SIJXIR QEVOIH F] 2SVXL 7S
and tend to take the form of slow political
processes that are regularly obstructed by
geopolitical factors and far removed from
civil society. By contrast, at city scale, it is
KIRIVEPP] IEWMIV XS GVIEXI
tionship between partners and to produce
more immediate outcomes that engage civil
society and can be felt in people’s everyday
lives. Despite their differences in urban mor-
phology, population growth and economic
and technical capacities, cities in the North
ERH 7SYXL WLEVI QER] GLE
GER FIRI%“4ZX JVSQ ORS[PIHK
joint capacity building.

In this “soft” cooperation between cities
lies a second opportunity: the sharing of
local experiences and technical knowhow for
the transition to sustainable development —
one of the core goals of Euro-Mediterranean
relations. The UN 2030 Agenda (in particular
7(+ 7TYWXEMREFPI "MXMV
XMIW ERH XLI 21 9VFER %K
the importance of local government action
for achieving the desired paradigm shift. In
the Euro-Mediterranean region, there are
countless local cooperation projects that
testify to the capacity of cities to foster the
various pillars of sustainable development.
Examples include the GIZ project CoMun for
participatory local governance in Maghreb
countries; the Council of Europe’s Intercul-
tural Cities programme, which supports cities
in managing cultural diversity positively;
MedCities’ InCircle project, which applies cir-
cular economy principles to the tourism sec -
XSV XLI )9 JYRHIH ")7 1)( 'P
7EZMRK 1IHMXIVVERIER 'MX
EWWMWXIH PSGEP EYXLSVM
XEMREFPI )RIVK] %GXMSR 4

CMI's work on cities and climate change to
support — among other objectives — coastal
cities in developing public policy relating to
climate adaptation and disaster risk man -
agement.

Thirdly, and following on from the last two
examples, city-level cooperation provides
a promising entry point for tackling the
Mediterranean climate emergency. With
Y hé MedidrvaBeashasin Warming up faster
than the rest of the planet, the Euro-Medk
terranean Partnership urgently needs to
add a fourth “basket” to its activities. Peace
and stability in the Mediterranean no longer
HIsQ&pdnd Wiy EPNY pBlEcal, economic
and sociocultural ties, but increasingly also
on environmental collaboration. The active
engagement of cities will be vital for effec -
tive regional climate action, reversing the
degradation of ecosystems and fostering
biodiversity protection. Cities are not only
P ReEpOKdible tBRaHafg& pakt of the region’s
IgreéeviiioRse/ e difiskions and energy
consumption, but they are also hardest hit
by the adverse effects of climate change,
such as extreme heat, rising sea levels and
landslides. In response to these risks, many
cities in the region are driving adaptation
and mitigation measures, as well as innova-
tion and social engagement for the green
transition. Cities in the North certainly have
V noRe FhusSep@neRd/push for a local green
Rdrisitios XHoweler Vthasevin the southern
Mediterranean are also increasingly seek-
ing international assistance to embark on
their own transition pathways.

8LI )9..W +VIIR (IEP MW E
nity to unlock the climate ambitions of cities
in the southern Mediterranean. However,
XLMW [MPP VIUYMVI KMZMR
works a more central and formal role in
the EU’s climate and energy diplomacy.
Indirectly, the EU has already been moving
in this direction by opening up some of its
urban climate programmes — such as the
IEBRMRRRWXKIS) 1E]JSVW '-:-89
Mreveéntly ViBeN1OB XlimpteMN@utral Cities ini-
Native MR citiBsvitQneéig b UV Kodntrias.
P ol &\fully7effactiw, thegeRefforts need to be
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expanded and integrated in the EU’s strat
egy for the external dimension of the Green
Deal. As one of the regions most affected
by climate change, and with strong bonds
between cities from both shores to build on,
XLI 7SYXLIVR 2IMKLFSYVLSISH [SYPH FIl ER
. . . Istanbul
ideal experimentation ground for such mul -

tilevel climate diplomacy.

Casablanca ‘ 5,09M

Algiers ‘ 493 M
Ankara ‘ 4,85 M
g ) Alexandria ‘ 477 M
10 largest cities and urban areas in the
Euro-Mediterranean region in 2020 Barcelona ‘ 452 M
(population estimates, in million)
Source: www.citymayors.com Rome ‘ 4,30M
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Testimonial by

Gal Mor

Israel
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)CN /QT C YQTNF VTCXGNNC
GTWUCNGO CPF %Q (QWPF(

#DTCJCO *QUVGNU

6QWTU

VIJCV EWNVWTCN VOQWTKUO
VQ ITGVWTP KPURKTGF CPF
CYCTGPGUU CPF WPFGTUVC
VIJG RONKVKECN TGCNKVKG
XGJKEWNCVGF KP VJG OGFK

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean
to you?

For Israel, being located in the
Middle East at the crossroads
with the Mediterranean, every-
thing depends on the perspec-
XMzl 8LI 1IHMXIVVE
HI«aRMXIP] E WLEVIH
ecologically, which provides a lot
SJ XLI FIRIYAaXW [I I\TP
tourism. However, we also need
to look after this shared resource
e JSV MRWXERGI XLI
“WWL ERH SXLIV [MPH
able management of travel and
trading routes. This also touches
upon other aspects like cross-
cultural exchange, tourism and
commerce.

2. Where do you see the
strengths and the
weaknesses of Euro-
Mediterranean relations?
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8LI
something which bears multiple
challenges and opportunities.
Nowadays, we mostly look at it
through the lens of migration
from the southern to the north -
ern shore. Here, the policy angle
needs to change completely
R &BRwer h&/e NbVibok at how to
|@vEelFuY ithe Bvihg/ Sandards as
QYGL EW TSWWMFPI
Sivdentivd/ BYtkalel is not one
[LIVI WSQIFSH] %11
persecution or hunger, but a vol-
[uEndatyw choiceEt® rosk an open
1 Bobkddr  andy Yo XdeMeR across
in either direction, Europe or
North Africa. With Europe fac-
ing economic challenges and a
decreasing workforce because
of demographics, there are lots
SJ FIRI“A4XW JSV FSX
ously, it needs to be done in an
educated way to prevent nega-
tive side effects, such as rising
fears by local populations.

I1ITHMXIVVERIER

L

W Ques80as

FFdrEme MWg ecological trans-
formation and refugees are the
most pressing issues shared
across the Mediterranean and
we must pool resources to man -
age them.

3. What are the main
challenges for Israel now

7 and ythe yeaxs|tq come?

and urgencies
have changed since COVID-19.
Regarding my business, we were
a successful travel brand, but
are now practically shut down.
-R KIRIVEP XLI HIY
country will continue to increase
which will be decisive for the
future. Looking at the travel
intludtey | Yanyd shzaNer compa-
nies being part of the tourism
ecosystem will probably cease
to exist. Regarding regional
opportunities, there have
been advances in the past few

tGMX S1J
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months, especially towards Gulf
countries. As a brand conceived
to be regional from the start, this
is an opportunity | look forward
to. With no major regional geo-
political breakthroughs for the
past ten years, we looked at the
Mediterranean in the meantime.
All of a sudden, we can explore
both options and also follow our
original strategy for travel in the
1IMHHPI J)EWX EKEMR
bia opens up, that would be an
amazing overland experience
and playground for travel: Israel,
.SVHER 7EYHM %VE
back through Egypt.

4. How do you see the
EU’s role in the region?

Israel looks towards Europe
to balance out instabilities in
the Middle East, for instance,
with the Iranian nuclear threat.
On a business level, develop
ing a new regional branch of
a business on the other shore
of the Mediterranean basin,
either in Europe, North Africa or
the Middle East, could help to
alleviate risks. This could also
involve some kind of exchange
programme for employees,
similar to a temporary reloca-
tion or a professional Erasmus+
outside the EU. An idea for
exchanging best practices is
to invite outstanding employ -
ees from African and Middle
Eastern branches to Europe,
to help integrate new forms of
business culture and innovation
into the very traditional Euro-
pean market and make it more
thriving. But also to level off the
knowledge and professional-
ism that exists on both sides
of the Mediterranean. This will
create a more levelled situa-

FNWER TYS Y IBVRXL I

tion economically, where you
can discuss collaboration with
much less fear.

5. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can address
together?

Many of the needs Europe has
RAwatgys idavi b% atlEressed by
the Mediterranean region. The
region can provide the work-
force or cultural enrichment that
UYERN
ence of life.

The real challenge, however,
is that instead of thinking about
how to pool resources in a coor-
dinated and integrated manner,
countries are increasingly look-
ing at themselves and into their
own problems, concerned with
building bigger walls and bar-
riers. This will trigger even big-
ger migration effects. But if the
challenge is correctly handled in
XLl %VWX TPEGI TI
FVMHKIW ERH IEGL
If Europeans reach out to coun-
tries of the Mediterranean, be it
the Middle East or North Africa,
there are many business oppor-
tunities and prospects for col -
laboration, for example, regard-
ing investments.

For Europeans, travelling to
Israel and exploring local nar-
ratives through sustainable cul -
tural tourism provides amazing
experiences. With reasonable
travel costs, tourists contribute
to improving the living standards
of local communities. My tour -
ism company also offers narra -
tive tours. An example where we
also covered a political topic is

S B | n&ria@v@s) Ithrough
\V sl ofténl Rads XoWtcooperation

the city of Hebron, where there
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are a Jewish settler community

and a larger Palestinian commu-
nity, with usually a lot of tension.

We spend a half day with each
community, to hear the narra-
XMZIW EX “4VWX LER
and for visitors to formulate

their own opinions.

8LIVI MW WSQI M
personal gain as well: people
return inspired and with more
awareness and understand-
ing of the political realities than
what is vehiculated in the media.

1 AveEeRdss innichvmight also ren-

der them less fearful of engaging
with those communities in the
future. In terms of experience
and sustainability, | encour-
EKI WPS[ IV GYPXYV
overland travel, for which easy,
user-friendly and cheap border
crossings and facilitated visa
VIKYPEXMSRW EVI E T

We believe that if we have a
vested interest in offering a
service to tourists and process-
them,

and familiarity with one another,
which can be a bottom-up
approach to something that is
not working so well top-down.

6. Can you share with us
a success story in the
region?

When establishing Abraham
Hostels in Jerusalem, we also
wanted to offer tours to Jordan.
Being geographically  close,
many tourists coming from afar
would also want to visit Petra
or Amman. We set up a joint
venture with a partner from
East Jerusalem: weekly tours

i1 EwWO U

QQEXIVM]

EP XSYVN

[VIVIUY M

from Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to
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Jordan, visiting Jerash, Petra and
Wadi Rum. Over time, it became
apparent that the land border
crossing at Allenby Bridge,
mostly used by Palestinians, was
RSX EHETXIH XS XLI %Y\ SJ XSYVMWXW
ER]QSVI 7S SR FSXL XLI -WVEIPM

and the Jordanian sides, the level
of service was improved and
infrastructure upgraded, to serve
both Palestinians and tourists.
This example shows that also
PSGEPW GVSWWMRK |LIVI FIRIY4XXIH
from the upgraded land cross-
ings, with more personnel and
better systems.

Our teams are now also
closely befriended on a per-
sonal level. Israelis, Jordanians,
Palestinians — considering our-
selves as one team, we have
reached a level of integration
where we do not care about
who manages operations on
the Israeli or the Jordanian side.
Through the tours, we have
also supported many small
and medium-sized businesses
mainly on the Jordanian side,
such as the camps we cooper-
ate with outside of Petra. We
really believe in tourism as a
bridge builder.
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#PVJQP[ 4CJC[GN FGPVCN

D[ RTQHGUUKQP VWTPGF K
.GDCPGUG EWNKPCT[ C“EK(
YKPPGT QH VJG I9QTNF 5VT
SNQIIGT QH m CPF I9QTN
'ZRGTV (QQF #EEQWPV QH

CYCTFU UJCTGU JKU OCIKI
| h(QQF WPKVGU WUi ECP D
VQ VJG YJONG TGIKQP DGE
CTG “IJVKPI CDQWV CP[VJK
CTQWPF QPG VCDNG CPF Y
VQ URGPF C OGOQTCDNG V
GPLQ[KPI CPF EQPUKFGTKP

1. What does the
Mediterranean mean

2. What are the strengths

The Mediterranean connects
and the weaknesses

to you?

For me, the Mediterranean is
the centre of the world, where
everything started. On a his

Europe, Asia and Africa —arich-
ness of history, cultures and fla-
vours. In addition, the Mediter-
ranean has very varied and
gentle weather conditions and
everything is connected. You

of Euro-Mediterranean
relations?

| described the Mediterranean
as a hodgepodge. It also makes

torical level, it is where the | can be in France or Morocco in XLMRKW QSVI HM#%GYPX FIC
Roman Empire spent hundreds | a couple of hours and yet each | each country considers itself as
of years, where the Ottoman | country has a different culture. being the origin and everyone
Empire continued, through | We are cousins, not brothers. [ERXW XS FI YRMUY}t [%9RSXLIV

which the Vikings and the
Gauls passed, where the Arabs
[IRX XS 7TEMR ERH

1 4SVXYKEP
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ment that complicates things is

religion, probably even more so
in the Mediterranean because



everything comes together here.
Christianity, Islam and Judaism

e XLVII SJ XLI %ZIl-
gious groups. This cohabitation
GER FI E WSYVGI SJ

is outweighed by the advan-
tages of Euro-Mediterranean
relations. One can easily visit
each other, support each other,
learn from each other and do
business with each other — the
possibilities are endless.

3. Where do you see the
main challenges for
Lebanon now and in the
years to come?

Lebanon is a country which
has much to offer: gentle and
welcoming people, happiness,
generosity, superb culture of
food with more than 500 dishes,
successful Lebanese expats
around the world, beautiful
Nature — and | could go on. The
point is that this arouses envy,
which is where the challenges
start. Unfortunately, Lebanon is
E GLIUYIFSSO MR-]
FSH] MW
it has become an area where
neighbours come to fight on a
land that is not theirs.

4. What are the challenges
the EU and Mediterranean
countries can face
together?

Europe is the closest ally
of Lebanon. There are large
Lebanese expat communities in
*VERGI +IVQER] ER
Following Lebanon’s indepen-
dence, relations with France
are good and varied, and the
French are part of building a
Lebanon of the future. Overall,

[VMXMRK E

the connection with Europe
is perceived as positive and
D Bppedatad! P M

GSR¥%MGX FYX

5. Is there a dish or an
ingredient that is
present all around the
Mediterranean?

The main ingredient of
Mediterranean food is pas-
sion, followed by love, fresh
ingredients and colours. These
are probably the same across
countries, but the approach
is different, depending on the
GYPXYVI 7TIEOMRK
of the Mediterranean, hummus,
baba ghanoush battenjen and
eggplant are everywhere. Also
TMAMNE SV XLI IUYM
Italian-style pizza — in Lebanon
we have aman’ouche or cheese
for breakfast, the za’atar
man’ouche. If we accept that the
main ingredients are not food
items, but far more (love, pas-
WMSR GSPSYVW ER
unites us around the same table.

LMGL 1Z1V]

GLIUYI ERH

6. Can you share a culinary
success story with us?

For me, any success story is
something people do not even
consider as such. It can be
someone cooking for 50 years
or taking over a shop or exper-
tise from his parents. Through
my work on social media, | am
trying to revive the recipes of
earlier generations and to open
the eyes of younger generations

2012, | have only one objec
tive: uncover the true face of
Lebanon, not the one that makes
newspapers’ front pages or inter-
national television news, but the

q

9

4

XL]QI

HWHIBWR RSX XS JSVK

H JVIWLRIWW

real one — the amazing, tradi-
tional and authentic Lebanon. |
can tell many stories about shop
owners, recipe creators and
protectors, bakers and hummus
cooks. On another level, there is
Alan Geaam, the only Lebanese
chef with a Michelin star, having
his own restaurant in Paris. His
WXSV] MW MQTVIWW
to France in the wake of the
Lebanese Civil War.

For me, success is not about
money, but how many smiles
you draw on people’s faces. Over
the last year, | published over
J X]ITMGNERISSNSEHSR Q]
channel — “NoGarlicNoOnions”™—
about those heroes. Instead of a
planned world tour, | use the cur-

7 Edni IRckdo®vd toXdcbnnect with

them and to organise digital
meetings with restaurant own -
ers, chefs and storytellers. We
share success stories around
the world, highlight ideas and
give each other a boost.
M X

There are two hashtags in Arabic
describing my main motivation:
“#A7laBaladBel3alam” (Lebanon-
"ISWX FIEYXMJYP GSY,
and “#Le2metnaBtejma3na”

"*SSH YRMXIW YW %o
us” can be applied to the whole
VIKMSR FIGEYWI MJ |
about anything, put us around one
table and we are going to spend a
memorable time eating, enjoying

and considering.

X XLIQ 7MRGI
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sition towards sustainable devel -
opment. Hannah Abdullah holds a  where he currently serves as
4L( MR 7SGMSPSK] JVS QChet VisieRaril SrR2019, he was
7GLSSP SJ )GSRSQMGWETUBMRXIRI QIQFIV SJ
17G MR 'YPXYVEP 7SGM &bmkgsidrv & 1Qh& Dévelopment
07) ERH E &% MR %V X Mbdel X8 \Kind Ribhammed VI.
7TTERMWL JVSQ 9RMZIVHENsXthe f@rReP IGoLIntry Direc-

Adnane Addioui is a social
commentator and entrepreneur,
committed to enabling creative
thinking, entrepreneurship and
innovation for the common good
in Morocco and the MENA region.
He is Co-Founder of the Moroc-
can Center for Innovation and

OSRHSR 9'0 7L1 MW téarRor EBSa®ud Morocco, a World
ated researcher at the Centre for Bank-IMF Fellow, and an active
XLlI 7XYH] SJ 'YPXYVI seRbéXd e/ J&ERH Chamber
7SGMIX] ')'947 EX XLI 9IRtbrzatigndlM XAdnane  Addioui

of Barcelona. has delivered talks and training
courses across the MENA region,
Europe and North America and has
a business background.cher at the

"IRXVI JSV XLI 7XYH]

4SPMXMGW ERH 7SGMIX]

the University of Barcelona.
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Sana Afouaiz

Founder & Director,
“Womenpreneur Initiative”
1SVSGGS &IPKMYQ

7TERE %JSYEM”A MW -ER E[EVH
ning gender expert and women’s

advocate. In 2016, she estab-

lished “Womenpreneur Initiative”,

an organisation with a commu -

RMX] SJ { [SQIR EGVSWW
countries that aims to advance

women’s places in the entre-

preneurial scene, technology,

7SGMEP )RXVITVIRIYVWmhndvatiorl and )society. Through

LIV [SVO 7TERE %JSYEM~?
reached thousands of women,

Xid Idrivd MBikilEYWY social impact,
and resources for women in the
IGSWIWXIQ ERH FI]SRH
advised the United Nations, the
European Commission, corporate
institutions and organisations on
gender issues.

LE

7L1 LE

SJ 'YPXYVI

')'947 EX
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Waad Al-Kateab Haizam Félix Arteaga
Filmmaker & Activist, Amlrah_FernandeZ Senior Analyst,
“For Sama” Senior Analyst, Elcano Elcano Royal Institute
Royal Institute & Associate
Syria / United Kingdom Professor, IE University *2EPM\ %VXIEKE MW E

at the Elcano Royal Institute and
yEEH %P /EXIEF MW E 7]VBENERE @ GXQMNM\WBEL X |V R > R Ha Ladtwe7 aRtMeSNstituto Univer-
and award-winning documentary Analyst for the Mediterranean and sitario General Gutiérrez Mellado.
“PQQEOIV 7LI FIGEQI the &GabX\Wdridl & the Elcano Royal He has a PhD in International Rela
journalist in 2011, after protests Institute and Associate Professor of XMSRW ERH E &7G MR
FVSOlI SYX EGVSWW 7]V MEXEKEBRXRWSER EXRL 161 P E XM $renVMEXKIdS) UnivérSica® Com-
WWWEH VIKMQI IV Y. \6WC{obal | & YPulilic Affairs. He plutense. He also has a degree in
HSGYQIRXEV] "*SV 7EQB& a BA from the Universidad Law, holds a Diploma in National

TIRMSV %

ASPMXMGI

HSGYQIRXIH LIV PMJI S ZAWbriginZal del adifd and an MA in 71GYVMX] 1EREKIQIRX ERH MW
in Aleppo and received world- %VEF 7XYHMIW SR E *YPFOMMKYXIWBLSREV MR XLI 7TERM

[MHI GVMXMGEP EGG P EMIiQ frof* GabrgetewhBlgiversity’s Armed Forces. He was previously
won numerous awards, including Center for Contemporary Arab  an Associate Lecturer at Madrid’s

Best Documentary at the BAFTAS TXYHMIW |1 GSQTPIXIH UNVfsitlaX CHridd W, taught at
and Cannes Film Festival and a  at the Université Libre de Bruxelles = Madrid’s Universidad Auténoma
nomination for Best Documentary &IPKMYQ ERH EX XLI 9dRd#zniveysitted Complutense and
Feature at the Academy Awards. '"EPMJSVRME OSW %RKIPIMEWODNIRMSY %REP]J]WX EX XLI -R)
Waad Al-Kateab received several de Cuestiones Internacionales
personal recognitions for her Haizam Amirah-Fernandez speciat ERH XLI '"MZMP +YEVH..W (YUY
[SVO EW ER EGXMZMW X igeRitintérRaQoQaE rélations, politi - %LYQEHE ERH -RXIVREP 7IGY
including a place in the 2020 cal Islam, intercultural dialogue and institutes. Between 1999 and 2001,
8MQlI OMWX SJ 1SWX traisitorid i devh&Racy in the Arab he directed the European Com-

41STPI 7L1 GYVVIRXP] MAdO hgdshpoblished extensively QMWWMSR..W 7IGYVMX] 7IGXSV

Channel 4 News in the United on Middle Eastern and North African Programme in Paraguay.
Kingdom, is a mentor to female affairs, and has lectured at universi-
journalists and dedicates time to ties in Europe, MENA countries and
LIV "%GXMSR *SV 7TEQEXLIE-VZSGEBW EPWS [SVOIH JSV XLI
campaign. United Nations in New York and
has participated in several interna-
tional research projects. Haizam
%QMVEL *IVR>RHI® MW E JVIUYIRX
GSQQIRXEXSV MR XLI 7TERMWL ERH
international media.
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Azita Berar Awad

Policy Director, Global
Labour Organization &
Senior Fellow, Graduate
Institute of International and
Development Studies

Egypt / Switzerland

Azita Berar Awad is an internation-
ally renowned political economist
and global policy adviser on inclu-
sive social and economic policies.
Currently Director of Policy at the

+PSFEP OEFSYV 3VKER MAdEMtY SOR Intedriational

Moussa Bourekba

Researcher, CIDOB
& Associate Professor,
Ramon Llull University

Moussa Bourekba is a Researcher
at CIDOB and Associate Professor
in International Relations at Ramon
OPYPP 9RMZIVWMX]

to joining CIDOB, he was Junior

Research Fellow at the European
Institute of the Mediterranean

-)1IH &EVGIPSRE
as a consultant for the French
Rela-

Koert Debeuf

Editor-in-Chief, EUobserver
& Research Fellow

Belgium

Koert Debeuf is a philosopher
and historian. Former Advisor to

& e BEeR)amR Primed MiMstey Guy

Verhofstadt. In 2011, the Alliance
of Liberals and Democrats for
JYVSTI %0() SJ XLI

, | E FPatiinméy €ehd Debeuf to Cairo

in order to follow the Arab revolu-
tions in the region. He has travelled

WLI MW EPWS E 7IRMSVXMBRS| E-X6XLI&VYWWIP &ktensteeky in tl{e8A&rab world, from

Graduate Institute of International
ERH (IZIPSTQIRX
holds various teaching positions.

after being Project Manager for

aims at analysing youth conditions

7L1 LIPH WIZIVEP WIR &8 ¥xpéctdibhbMn the southern

ship positions at the International

and eastern Mediterranean region,

OEFSYV 3VKERM”EXMS Rhe no8 foclb& @P rblcesses of

ing as Director of the Employment
Policy Department.

Azita Berar Awad has advised
senior policymakers and sup-
ported institutions at national and
global levels on comprehensive
policies, promoting full and decent
employment and gender-inclusive
WYWXEMREFPI
has authored numerous publica-

radicalisation, violent extremism
in Europe and North Africa, and
Islam in Western countries. His
main areas of interest are Arab
youth, violent extremism and Islam
in Western countries.

HIZIPSTQIRX 7LI1

XMSRW ERH JSYRHIH XLI ““WWX +PSFEP

Interdisciplinary Policy Research
Network on Youth Transitions in
2020.
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Morocco to Turkey. Koert Debeuf

TXYHMAW%ERR )9 JYRHIH TV srdt&DArabLLEaders for Freedom

and Democracy, a network of
leading political leaders. Now he is
Editor-in-Chief of the EUobserver
and research fellow at the univer-
sities of Oxford and Brussels. He
is the author of the books, Inside
the Arab Revolution. Three Years
on the Front Line of the Arab Spring

E RHibalization. Why war is
coming

J)YVSTIER
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Carmen Descamps

Carmen Descamps is
1EREKIV EX XLI
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation
JSV *VIIHSQ 7LI
developing a new approach to
interregional collaboration in the
Mediterranean by strengthening
cooperation in strategic core areas
and political dialogue between
political parties, academic institu -
tions and civil society organisa-
XMSRW 7LI
FIX[IIR *2*
Mediterranean region and head-
UYEVXIVW MR +IVQER]

Project

Carmen Descamps previously
worked as European Affairs
Manager at the Foundation’s Brus-
WIPW S%GI
pean Commission, the German
*IHIVEP
Institut fur Europaische Politik

-)4 7LI1
+IVQER 7XYHMIW
MIW ERH 4SPMXMGEP

7TGMIRGIW 4S 4EVMW £RH

sity Berlin.

KVEHYEXIH MRGLIE@WG BP
) Y-V S PdlEdal Adxi¥ad at the European

Schams
El Ghoneimi

France — Egypt / Belgium

1EHVMH S3%GIl SJ
7TGLEQW )P +LSRIMQM G&nYabH IE$criBano
GSRX¥FEHR¥YXBN XPBYMER QYW MEhidyRW CEriate Piddramme at

Gonzalo Escribano

heads the

"7TIJVMERW +SX 8EPIR X %he Eldano Royal ¥Stitute and is also
“KLX GPMGLEW EFSYX 7RrdféssoRof MpPliedKEECMIomics at

in Europe. In the aftermath of
the Paris and Brussels terrorist
attacks, over 20 public concerts
took place across Belgium, France
ERH 7[MX~A"IVPERH %

EPWS FVMHAKIWe XYdblic K&d musicians
S%GIW MR Xakes)pla¢s&Shalfway through each

concert, sharing human stories,
fears and dreams, all while dis-
covering music as a universal
language. Among others, the

HIE XK XIP BR/WMEHKE 7 XE X

XLI 7TERMWL 3TIR 9RMZIVWMX] 92)(
He holds a PhD in Economics from

Madrid’s Complutense University,

and has been a visiting researcher
9RMZIVWMX]
Autonomous University of Madrid,

and associate researcher at the

Centro Espafiol de Relaciones

Internacionales (Fundacion Ortega

] tEWWIX I EPWS PIGXYVIW MI
ferent postgraduate programmes

FERH LEW TPE]IH JSV XEX9RYRB/SYW 7TERMWL ERH JS

EU,Médecins Sans Frontiéresand

EW [IPP EWatl ®vatikrsl lik&y Brissels’ Bozar,

Liege’s Cité Miroir and Marseille’s

*SVIMKR 33%GI VikaRiédit¥rtahée

P&IMMBE IW JVSQ
*VII ORMZIV
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+LSRIMQM

universities on Energy Geopolitics
and the Political Economy of North

Africa. He has participated in various

research projects, including the EU’s
VIl Framework and several Euro-
IBRMNOXWYV ERRIER  *)1-7)
funded by the European Commis-

sion. He has received the Research
%[EVH SJ XLI 7TTERMWL )GSRSQMG
7SGMEP 'SYRGMP

TVSNIGX
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Angeles Espinosa

Spain / United Arab Emirates

Miguel Hernando Kholoud Kahime

de Larramendi

1SVSGGS

€ERKIPIW )WTMRSWE MW E 7IRMSV

'SVVIWTSRHIRX SJ
RIITWTETIV
MR XLI 1MHHPI )EWX
based in Dubai and was previously
in Tehran, Cairo and Beirut. A for
eign correspondent since 1987,
she has covered the main issues
and confrontations in the region,
and interviewed many of its lead-
IVW MRGPYHMRK XLI

Oman, King Abdullah of Jordan,
Presidents of Afghanistan, Egypt,

X L Migiel B&xrivbdla de Larramendi
)P 4E8W VKT Chait E?? MAvdlbHand Islamic

Kholoud Kahime is President of
the NGO “CI2R2C” (International
TXYMMIWS[EX XLI 9R MEntkeVenREsparéhnd Capacity
Castilla-La Mancha, where he (I1ZIPSTQIRX ERH
PIEHW XLI 7XYH] +VS Yrofessor b ZitviFonment at the
ERH 1YWPMQ 7SGMIXMEWle 86péfieude de Technologie
and the research project “Crises MR YWWESYMVE 7LI LSPHW E
and regional processes of Ecology and Epidemiology from

change in North Africa”. He is a  Cadi Ayyad University Morocco.

IRMZIVWI

PERXQOFEWYWISM XMRRGMIRXMELEP SSIYRGMIPM QI [EW XLI %VV
%FHYPPEL ERH 7YPXERS GHeFEBl&awo Rdyal Institute.

Arab woman to receive the Albert
Il Prize in Monaco in 2015 and
conducted part of her research

His research focuses on politi-
cal systems in the Maghreb, and

7]JVME 4EPIWXMRI OIFERBRMRVEW ERHIMKR TSEPMALIXZBYHWW+SHHEVH 7TEC

Yemen.
Angeles Espinosa has authored
three books (El tiempo de las

mujeres, El reino del desierto,

numerous awards for her jour-

the Mediterranean. Among other '"IRXIV MR XLI 97% ,IV VIWIEV
books, he has co-edited Foreign focuses on health, the impact of

Policy in North Africa. Navigating  climate change and sustainable

Global, Regional and Domestic development, including sustain-
Transformations El Insti- able mobility and smart urban

Dias de guerra ERH LEW VIQutd Hispano-arabe de Cultura. development.
Origenes y evolucion de la diple
macia publica hacia el mundo 2SQMREXIH “*IQEPI 7GMIRXM

nalistic work. Among others, she
has received two Ortega y Gasset
Journalism Awards for the cover -

EKI SJ XLI %JKLER ERHuec9E U [EMWa politica exte-
XLI TVMAL JSVridL espaffelda hacia el Magreb.
7TTERMWL NSYVREPMW X Adteres e inferesesX L |

arabe Mohamed VI;
Politica y cambio social en Mar

Leader in Morocco” by the Next
Einstein Foundation in 2018, she
has published extensively and
is also a consultant for GlZ, the
German development agency.

7TTERMWL 3VHIV SJ '"MZMP 1IVMX
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Akram Kharief

Algeria

Akram Kharief is an independent
journalist and analyst specialised
in defence and security affairs in
the MENA region. He founded
Menadefense.netin 2011, a lead
ing Internet media about defence
and security in the Middle East
and North Africa. Akram Kharief
is a regular author for the Middle
East Eye, Jeune Afrique, Le
Monde Diplomatique and Mos-
cow Defense Brief.

Selim Kharrat

Tunisia

71PMQ /LEVVEX LEW

a Management Consultant for
NGOs, associations and organ

Raphaelle Macaron

Lebanon / France

Raphaelle Macaron is an illustra-
[ \aall ebmie-Book artist. Born
and raised in Lebanon, where she
completed her studies in lllustra -

MWEXMSRW MR XLI- % ttBr-tanQonidR she\sRdwv based

tional solidarity and human
rights. After the revolution, he
returned to Tunisia to co-found
the watchdog NGO “Al-Bawsala”

“8LI 'SQTEWW %o
tary monitoring organisation.

E TBALPNME®MRRGXW

in Paris, working as a freelance
illustrator and author. Her work
is largely inspired by the music
she listens to and the records

Terrestres, a graphic novel docu

7IPMQ /LEVVEX MW E P Webta@ Scolv@itteR Hulith French

of the “Cahiers de la Liberté”, an
association fostering political

awareness. He blogs actively
on the political and social situa -
tion in Tunisia, and continues to
collaborate with the main inter -
national cooperation and civil
society actors in Tunisia.
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journalist Noél Mamere, explores
the collapse of our world and
alternative lifestyles. Raphaelle
Macaron is currently working on
her next book.

IMed VWX FSSC
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Gal Mor

Israel

Growing up between Israel,
England, Canada and travelling
to Europe after completing High
7GLSSP
richness of various cultures and
countries from his early years. After

Francesco Pasetti

Francesco Pasetti is a Research

Fellow at CIDOB in the area of
+EP 1SV HMW Rigatiovid HandXAdjunct Professor

at the Institut Barcelona d’Estudis
-RXIVREGMSREPW

E XVMT EVSYRH XLI [SVRdmpeu ERaligay NUNiVéisity. His

a BA in International Relations and
Communications. Gal Mor has
worked for the Israeli Embassy in
Berlin and was the Israel Regional
(MVIGXSV S3J
Europe tour operators. Currently,
he is the Director and Co-Founder
of Abraham Hostels and Tours in
Jerusalem.
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interest in “migration matters”
dates back to his experience at
Bocconi  University, where he
developed a project on diasporic

7TERHIQ metd. He llpter delved into the

study of migrant integration and
its politics as a PhD candidate.
In his thesis, Franceso Pasetti
addressed the issue of integra-
tion policies in Europe through a
mixed-method investigation, pay-
ing special attention to the politi -
cal imaginaries that lie beyond citi -

-&)BIPERMSREWX 7MRGI LI

Eduard Soler i Lecha

JHYEVH 7SPIV M OIGLE MW E 7

Research  Fellow at CIDOB
(Barcelona Centre for Interna-
XMSREP %JJEMVW , LSPHW

in International Relations from

the Universitat Autonoma de
&EVGIPSRE [LIVI LI MW E%PME>
a part-time lecturer in International

LEW E
led the EIl Hiwar project on Euro-

Arab diplomacy at the College of

J)YVSTI &VYKIW -R LI [EW
WIGSRHIH XS XLI 7TERMWL 1MR
of Foreign Affairs as an Advisor

in the Directorate-General for the

Mediterranean, the Maghreb and

the Middle East. Between 2016

ERH LI [EW 7TGMIRXMY2G 'SS
dinator of MENARA, a European

project on geopolitical shifts in the

Middle East and North Africa. His

areas of expertise are geopolitics

of the MENA region, foresight,

ANRWLMT VIKMQIW MR - XERIMEdRtetrah€dhM R relations,

TMRGI LI
policy evaluation based on indica-
tors and is currently working on
policies and political discourses
on refugees, with special attention
XS XLI

LEW WTIGMMEWPMWERHRTERMWL

TTERMWL GSRXINKYWPMQ

JSVIMKR T
He is a member of the Observa
tory of European Foreign Policy,

*-1%1 XLI 7TERMWL RIX[SVO ¢
researchers working on Arab and
TXYHMIW )YVS1I17"!

and is on the advisory boards
of Mediterranean Politics and
IEMed’s Mediterranean Yearbook
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Veysel Ok

8YVOI]

Veysel Ok is a leading Turkish
free speech and press freedom
lawyer, who has defended some
of the country’s most prominent

journalists. After graduating from

Istanbul University’s Law Faculty,
he started his career working as a
lawyer for the now-defunct Taraf
newspaper. In 2018, he co-founded
XLI
GMEXMSR 107%
pro-bono legal support to writers
and journalists who have been
subjected to intimidation, surveil -
lance, smear campaigns and legal
harassment. Ok has defended
the novelist, Ahmet Altan and Die
Welt correspondent, Deniz Yicel.
Veysel Ok himself has faced
surveillance and legal harassment
for standing up for press freedom.

Anthony Rahayel

Lebanon

Anthony Rahayel is a dental sur
geon by profession, but rather sees
himself as an advocate of great
food since 2012. He aims through
his blog “NoGarlicNoOnions*
2+23 ERH VIPEXIH WSGMEP QIHME
to showcase a different Lebanon
and to connect people over their
love of great food and their interest
in the country and its traditional

1IHME ERH OE[ 7XY Hedip¥8. % WW S
[LMGL TVSZMHIW

Anthony Rahayel is the founder
SJ OIFERSR..W ~“7SYO |IP
street food market and has won
two major international awards

% O | P %o

EW ";SVPH 7XVIIX *SSH &PSKKIV %
ERH ";SVPH..W &IWX )\TIVX
*SSH %GGSYRX %
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5. Partners

CIDOB

SCTEGNQPC %GPVTG HOQT
+PVGTPCVKQPCN #HHCKTU

www.cidob.org

CIDOB is an international affairs research
centre that, through excellence and
relevance, seeks to analyse the global issues
that affect political, social and governance
dynamics, from the international to the local.
As a recognised independent civil society-
born institution with a long history, CIDOB
pursues excellence and rigour in its analy-
ses, publications and projects. It aims to be a
useful tool for society, to ensure open access
to knowledge and to promote the study of
the international issues that affect citizens’
daily lives. CIDOB seeks relevance and social
impact for its research and attends to public
MRWXMXYXMSRW... RIITHW EB
REXMSREP MRJSVQEXMSR
decision-making processes and to provide
alternative visions.

CIDOB also promotes innovation in the
analysis of global politics, with the aim of
transcending classic international relations’

structures and considering the growing
impact of global phenomena on local reali -
ties. Innovation in research also involves
opening up new lines of research to keep
pace with current social transformations.

From Barcelona, CIDOB analyses the
MR%YIRGI SJ XLI
ERH XLI HI“"RMXMSR ERH G
international from the local. Thematic rel -
evance and the analysis of aspects of the
international agenda that prompt great-
IWX MRXIVIWX MR &EVGIPS
and Europe prevail in its publications and

R FctiVitiesY DO’/ al3® geeksRtX Iobilise

E & @riyeRrKimbes of Mdeid Yat®R1G,| to reach
new audiences and to network with public
institutions and civil society. Its objective is
to continue being a leading European and
international centre for the study of global
politics, as well as a meeting point and win-
dow to the world.

BARCELONA
CENTRE FOR
INTERNATIONAL
AFFAIRS

MRXIVREX

MSREP SR X
SRWXVYGXM

RE 'EXEPSR
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Elcano Royal Institute

www.realinstitutoelcano.org

The Elcano Royal Institute is a think tank
specialised in international and strategic
WXYHMIW GSRHYGXIH JVSQ E
and global perspective. Its goal is to promote
knowledge of the current international situa -
XMSR ERH SJ 7TEMR..W JSVI
as to provide a focal point for debating and
generating ideas that may prove useful in
decision-making processes. The overall con-
cern is to be a meeting point for the exchange
of ideas and the search for consensus in a
spirit dominated by the defence of democ -
racy, multilateralism, the social market econ -
omy, freedom and human rights.

Created in 2001 as a private foundation, the
Elcano Royal Institute’s organisational struc-
ture balances public and private interests
and fosters the exchange of ideas in a plural
and independent environment, providing the
scope for diverse political and social out-

looks. Its highest governing body is its Board
of Trustees, under the honorary presidency of
7TH. B R Wibg. )Thy BstitE&s work appears
in the form of a wide variety of publications
and reports, which are freely accessible via
Mt Rebsitd & M RIiValsomWarjis€sPvork -
ing groups, seminars and conferences. In

SVHIV XS IRLERGI MXW TVIWIRGI ERH MR-

abroad, it participates in numerous interna-
tional networks and projects.

The Elcano Royal Institute’s research is
structured along thematic and geographical
lines. The former include — among others
— energy and climate change, security and
defence, the global economy, international
XIVVSVMWQ XLI MQEKI SJ
demography and migration. Geographically,
Europe, the Atlantic space, Latin America,
%WME 4EGMYG 2SVXL %JVI
East are of particular interest to the Institute.

ROYAL INSTITUTE  ANOS-YEARS
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]_06 5. Partners

Friedrich Naumann Foundation

for Freedom

www.freiheit.org/madrid

The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for
*VIIHSQ *2* MW E +IVQER T
tion dedicated to the promotion of political
education and liberal principles, such as
human rights, free market economy, the rule
of law and liberal democracy. The Foundation
is working to promote the principles of free -
dom and dignity for all people in all areas
of society in Germany and in more than 60
countries around the world (Europe, Africa,
%WME XLI %QIVMGEW *SY
*SYRHEXMSR..W LIEHUYEVXI

8LI 1IEHVMH S3%GIl SJ XLI *S
S BMstrah@iteR dddperaticE and dialogue
EQSRK TSPMXMGEP TEVXMIW
and civil society actors around the Mediter -
ranean, in order to foster interregional coop-
eration in the region and to develop a liberal
approach to geostrategic demands and
opportunities in the Mare Nostrum.

RHIH MR
VW EVI

XLI
MR 4SXWHEQ

RIEV &IVPMR

FRIEDRICH NAUMANN
FOUNDATION

F

YRHEXMSR WI

WGMIRXM¥(

Mediterranean Dialogue
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Imprint

CIDOB - Barcelona Centre @) CIDOB Barcelona
for International Affairs
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&EVGIPSRE 7TEMR
cidob@cidob.org @ CIDOB Barcelona

www.cidob.org

Elcano @) RealinstitutoElcano
Royal Institute
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1EHVMH 7TEMR
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